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| brs very good Lord ,A 

Earle of Warwick, Maiſter o 

teſties Ordmance,Knight of the nob 
the Garter, and one of her high 

þ moſt honourable prime Councel, G 


Gifford wiſheth increaſe of al true hax 
piues & honour, with the conti 


wall a good 
F | 18 


Nothing doubt (right 
| honourable) but that it 

© [will ſceme great raſhnes 
N {vato ſome, and no {mal 
QF. folly, to offer and pre- 
a = feat ſoſimple and ſlen- 
det a booke as this is, vnto your Lord- 
ſhip : for what doth it ſeeme to bring 
| withitworthicthe perſon of a Noble 
mam There is no pompe in the manner 
of ſpeech, ſot it is rude and country like: 
the matter it ſelſe is not handled as a diſ- 
putation betweene deepe diuines, but af- 
| ter the manger of plough men and car- 


j ETA 2 fars 


Ep: 7 abi 7 YL 
prabſurdicietberefore appea- 
. that an, honourable perſon 
gnitie ſhould be called for , as 
bo fand by anghear ſuch ſpeak. 
zauſe there is therfore that { ſhold 
r ſom reaſon-obthis my boldenes, 
ch I will willingly (doe, to vſe that 
ich the heathen Poet ſaith: 
Si canines ſyluas , ſylirr front conſule digne. 
Will not ſuffice: for although relpe- 
ing the things which I handle, becauſe 
they belong to the trees that areplanted 
in the Lords Orchard, they doo as farre 
excel the woods and groues, as the vine 
doth the bramble buſn. yet ncuertheleſſo 
he hath ſo richly decked his baſe & beg- 
gerly matter, hee hath ſo clothed it in 
ſilkes from top to toe, and hath hanged 
ſo many iewels vpon it:that it ſhalfinde 
entertainement, and be thought meete 
for the courts of princes, where as mine 
being very porely clad,wil be reie&ed, . 
I wil expreſſe therefore a better reaſon 
of my doing, vhich is this. Asthoſe 
which haue corne fieldes, think it not a 

| thing 


| 


The Epifile Nedim. 


ching vntmeete to be told by their ſeruats 
of chiffles & weedes which would hin- 
deł & mat the corn, if they prouide not 
to haue them plucked vp:cutfo Iknow”? 
that it is not an . thing to ſlew 
vnto thoſe which are o digte calling; 
the hurtful & dangerous weedes which' 
would ouetgro and choke the heauẽ · 
ly ſeed ofthe goſpel, ſowen in the Lords 
field. W hen as out chureh therefore & 
common w'alth, beiug the Lords huſ- 
bandrie, is ouetgrowene with weedes & 
almoſt laide waſte, l ſee no cauſe where- 
fore I may iuſtly be blamed, for giui 
notice thereof in ſõe part vnto your hoꝰ 
nour, Seeing their princ ĩpall cauſes auc 
ſountaines fro whece corruptiõs low 
are to be taken away and dtyed vp by 
thoſe wh&God hath placed in the h highs 
eſt roomes. Amorig which the want of 
aſincereminiſterie of the woorde is the 
greateſt through abſence of which, there 
is a flood of ignorance and darknes , 02 
verfliowing the moſt part of the land: the 
feate of God is baniſhed from the grea? 
S3 teſt 


6 N Dedicatoris,- 

teſt parte: the w oonderfull heapes and 
piles of ſinne, which ſhould bee waſhed 
and cleanſed; away by the word, do vn - 
doubtedly with one voice cry alowd in 
the cares of the Lord, fot vengeance vp- 
ou the whole tealme. The papiſtes can- 
not be conuerted, but hardened & tur- 
ned out of the way, there is ſo foule dif. 
order, and ſo many ſtumbling blackes 
caſt in the way, The Diuell hath elbowe 
rome to {preadeabrode,to plant & wa- 
ter all kinde of errours, ſo fee there be 
to withſtand him. But to came ta that 
particular which I hãdle in this treatiſei 
there are the moſt in number, who ha- 
uing Poperie taken ſrom them and not 
taught throughly and ſufficiently in the 
Goſpel , doe ſtand as men indifferẽt, ſo 
thatthey may quietly iniqy the worlde, 
they care not hat religion come: they 
axe like naked men fitte and readie for 
any coate almoſt that may bee put vp- 
on them. The life of theſo is exceeding 
prophane: they haue hardned thẽſelues 
in their ſinnes, by reaſon which they Ba: 
racer 


ther partly out of their owne braine & 
partly out of ſome ſayings in the word, 
by which they cloke &c defẽd their own 
cottupt wayes. l haue therefore gathe- 
red the moſt comms principles of their 
faith and religion,by which they arme 
Againſt true tepentance and 

right vnderſtanding: I haue not noted 
all, neĩther haue I medled with thoſe ſe- 
uerall gtoſſe abſurdities q vhiche cache 
bath proper to himſelf, for that ſhould 
be infinitec i truſt your: Lotdeſhip will 
— my good meaning. and 
take in good worth chis ſimple treatiſes 
pitying the caſe of the poore church of 
Chriſt, which is ſo ful of greeuous fick- 
neſſes and ſores, that vuleſſe ſhe be relee- 
ued and cured,ſhe wil ſcarce be able to 
continue life, She cannot but moſt hum 
bly crauc this dutie at the hands of thoſe 
which arencere about her deare Nutſe: 
From whom ſhe hath nowe long ting 
receiued wonderfull protection and de- 
fencengaidt aduerſar ies: that they make 
knowne her late and labour the reco- 
ver 


Mika 


F Thy EpiHe Dedicetoric: 
Fery d& retaining of her healtſl a Becauſe 
irdoth ſtand not only with cheioetrrna. 
glorye in the vvorlde to coontybir allo 
wich their honourable citate-inzhus liſo 
'Which.cannorhecſtabliſiedaoflobifh 
in continuance valeſſe tha bende God 
haue his thrõe ſoctected inthmiuiddeſt 
ot her chat he a flux iſue. or where 
bes diſhonoted and diſpiſrcb du chf 
hom ſher uouriſneth. in fed uc, 
Her calc is daungetous, for: it ãs gin 
INlwilepollicit to make hibnanaduet- 
Yatic, who hathall power, & af ho 
aa able to roote aut and deſtroꝝ mi 
leingdomes:ſo chat if ſhe kœp ir fam 
tze league wich bins chere de feare of 
any other. ;,; Gel!” 200 bn 2: 
This Lord: ao Lprdes,ahd moſtwigh- 
ay king increaſe ahundãtly iu yeeal hea- 
uenly 8 ſpitixualbgraces, vith inoreaſc 
at honour in this wotldi to 3 4 
yu erernal comfotec Amen, 


5 1 


Y Sw og woll kymbleco 


E 


* e 
A briefe diſeonſe of cope 


taine pointes of the religion, which 
it ar09ngthe common forte of Chriſti 
ans : which may bee termed the C nnrie .-- 
> dininitie; with a plaine and mani- 
felt confutationof the ſame; 
a ſter the ordet of a Dia- 
. 7; 7 wguw> 
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"ON Zelotes:  Atheox. 


- Zeletes. ict 


| Ell ora my ode, * 
VV. * os ÞJY chanke you 


kk How farre doy ye 
een this way? | 
Attics. Twentie miles. 
Tela. 7 dwell in Eſſer? 
Vea, not farrefram Clelints 


Zee. What call yee the Towne where 


Ach. G. 
Acla, laue yee ti 
4 Ach, We 


T tie: 

| ſi an 9 o 
a Doth he teach hisflocke 2: it 
os e doch die god will and maze 

ve kannt require ot a man. 
Zelot. Tee did commende tim euen 

no, to be an Roneſtman. 178 
Ath. Commends him + yea J 
mays commende him: A am perſwa- 
ded wee haue the beſfe Pꝛieſt in this 
Countrie , wee woulde bee lothe too 
_— bum foz the Learnevſ of them 


1 1 praye yee let me heare what 
his vertues be for which yee doe commend 
him ſp highly 

Ach. — is is gentle a perſon\agfe- 

vet A ler: 4 very good fellow. hee Will 
nat ſficke when good Fellowes and ho- 
nelt men meet together too ſpende his 
groate at the. Alehauſe : J caniiot tell , 
they pꝛeache and pzeache , but hee. 1 
. the beſte of them 1 

ray -— 7 —-—„—„—-—' neuer 

the like againe.. . 
A5 Zelot A Bee theſe the greate ver- 


ues which yee doe e 


N 


Yor; hee may haue all theſe and yet bee 
more meete ſor to krepe ſwinc, then 
too bee a Shephearde ouer the flocke 
oſchriſte, is hee able to teach the peo- 
ple, and doth hee jnſttuct them in Gods 
wordef | I74 
Ath. J knowe not what teaching ver 
waulde haue, bia doth reade the ſeruice, 
as well an any of them all, and J thinks 
there: is. as god edifiyng in thoſe pzayers Prayer 
and homilies, as in any that the Peas homelics 
2 canne make : let vs: learng-thoſe 
eb, That is not all whichis re- 
quired in a Miniſters:: for a boy of tenne 
yeeres olde-canng dos all this: doethihge 
not: teache them too knowe the will of 
GO D and repeoue yaughtines; among 
the people? c AA 
Ath. Pes that hee doeth; foꝛ if 
there bee any that da not agree, bee 
- wil ſeeks fog, too make them ſriendeg: 
foz h& will gette them to playe a game 03 
two at 2Bywles oz-Cardes and too d: 
her at the Alehouſe : J thanks 1 
.B:O9odly ware, too make Charitis hee 
is none of theſe buſte — * 
RIS 2 


. 
_ 

* | - TheCountriediainitie. 
tr hee were, he conld not bs fo well lien of 
n ere ment.) as 
*' 'Zelir., Doe yee call the Preachers 
of Gods woorde buſic Controllers 2 doe 
they goe further then Gods woorde doth 
nod them)? 

Ath. Ms may call them bufis ton⸗ 
frollers, F thinke wir ſhall doe nothmg 
thoztly, as phie a man as J am, J would 
not foz foztye thillinges that wee dad 
oneofthem :there be moze of my mind . 

Zelot. Some poore men perhaps. 

Ath. Kay, tho beſt in the Parilhe , 
who wottld not ſo well like of our Curat , 
it her ſhoulde meddls that way. 

Telet. I perceiue nowe what manner 
of man z, eee 
Uke ſcoller. 

Ath. "Why ſo A pzay pee: 

Zelot. Why td, Iimell how vomeete 
he is, and alſo howe ignorant you ate. Let 
me queſtion a little while with yee concer- 

ning that which yee haue vttered. 
Ach. A truſt J baue vbfterey nothing 

— which doth become an honelk 


Zelor. Nay 


"=. ca os M -. -. 


The Countrie diuinitie. 

Zelot. Nay all your ſpeeche doth le- N 
vraye that yee ate a carnall man, for you 
haue made a verye ſine deſcription of 4 
good Curate, what meane yee hen yet 
{ay hee is a good fellowe, and will not ſtick 
to ſpende his mony among good fellowes, 
is it not becauſe. hee is a potte oompani- 


on. | 
Ath, Doe yamiſhke god fellowſbip,' 
is it not lawfull foz honeſt men to dzinke ex. 
bee merrie together! | 
Zelot. I doe not miſlike true friend 
ſhipe, which is in the Lorde , łnitte in true 
| godlineſſe, but 1 miſlikethis: vice, which 
| ouerfloweth euery where, that Drun- 
kardes meete together and ſitte quafting 
and the Miniſter whiche ſhoulde reproove 
them, to bee one of the chiefe: when he 
ſhoulde bee at his ſtudie, to bee vppon the 
Alebench at Cardes or dice: | 
0 Ath. Z perteine pou are one of thoſe 


. turiaus, and p2eciſe feliowes, Wwhiche mill 
- allo m no recreation, what woulve ye haut 
men doe? we ſhal doe nothing ſhoztly, Nou 
KN | Wwonlyhanethemſittemoping alwayes af 
© | theirbokes,Jlikenot that. 


Zelot. Nay my trinde, I docnot al 
loye that recreation, whiche prophave 
— A3 men 


Sa 


The Countrie diuĩnitie. 
men call ſo, whiche is no recreation, but 
à torment to a Godly minde, to fee men 
drunken,to heare them ſweare, and rayle, 
to ſpende theyr goodes and their time ſo 
lewdely, and hee that ſlioulde teach them, 
to bes a Ringleader: as there be many as 
it ſcemerh, whiche are entred into the mi- 

/niſtery for none other purpoſe , but too 

| Jie an idle life, to haue leyſure to play 

| at Cardes , or Tables, and bowles all the 
Weeke, And therefore they haue no skil 
255 ij. to teache, but like vnſauerie ſalte, are not 


$ 4$34+35g00d euen for the Danghill m 50: 

Ath. Theſethinges were vſed brefo2s 
you were boꝛna, and will-bee when you are 
gone. o long as men thinke no hurt when 

they play and bee merry, 71 
Zelor. ' 1 perceiue yee are of the righe 
ſtampe,' yee are light vppon an argument 
— well bee termed olde Suerſbe, 
becaaleirbringth a reaſon whiche doeth 
| Kitke by. manye ,: when all other reaſons 
| forſakethems. Bur let vs pull this olde fel- 
| out ont of his newe coate, and yer thaif 
4 fe whacs leane ſtrimpe hee is, and ſo ſee: 
| ble, that hee cannotgae on ſtiltes: thuſs 
| rhinges:were vieddaye-you , before you 
-were borge/lo were. all ather naughitic' vis 
wm 8 geg 


dt e — * — AM 2 um 


The C * Ji * ine. 4 
ees are they nowe good becauſe they bee 
olde ? Becauſe men committed thena 
before I was borne , and willdoe when I- 
am dead. 

Ath. A meane not ſo, vut there 
were as wiſe men, and wyſer then be now 
among our foe Fathers ; and they would 
not haue vſed noz altowed ſachthinges ,- if 
they had not biene god: they knew well e- 
nough what they did. Let not vs ber moze 
pzeciſe then they were. 

Telbt. I perceiue you grounde your 
fayth and your doynges vpon men, and not 
ypon Gods worde. 

Ath, Jpzay? GOD Imap fol- 
lowe our foze Fathers, and doe no wozſe 
then they did: what ſhoulde wee ſeeks foz 
toe bee--wpſer 02 better then they: 1 
woulde wer coulde doe but as well as they 


did, 
Zelit. Doe you not thinke that 


there were among our forefathers,theeues, 
1 and ſuch, 
| 

'Ath, I thinks there haue bene al, 
wayes tuifl docers Tanne kgs the 
Wr err rheO 


11e Fl 


A4 Zelet. Would 


— 


| Thee 2 Ji 2 itie,' = 
Zelot: Woulde yee haue vs to follow 
tholc,and to take their vices? 


Ath. Va are nat to follow any thing 

but that whiche is god: and thole whiche 
were godly and wiſe. - 
Talat. Is there any thing good, but 
| gharwhiche GO D ſetteth downe in his 
wordeꝛand were any wiſe and Godly, but 
ſuch as did followe the wil of God * 
ſed in his worde: 

Ath. There is nothing good but of 
GSD, and ſachs as doe as her com- 
maunveth. 

Zelu. Then you ſee olde ſuerſbe layd 
flat yppoti the grounde , and your luſtie 
champion is manifeſted to bee but skinne 
and bones, and the ſame draugh ratten : 
for nowe by your owne confeſſion doeth 
followe, that the worde of God is the one: 
lie rule, and wee muſt. followe our forefa- 
thers no further then they follow the word 
of God. You muſt not followeDauid, nor 
Abraham in euery thing they did.. Fur- 
thermore all theſe naughtie vices and cory 
ruptcuflomes cam frem the wicket fore- 
dathets;and mot fromthe godly,whichiol- 
lowed Gods worde. 2 20520 

Ath. * is true but J will fols 
Fu,, lows 


The Countrie diuinitie; ” 5 
low aur fozefathers,nowe there is no ldne, 
then they liued in fricndſhippe , and made 
mertie together, nowe there is no good 
neighbourbad : now euerye man foz hum 
ſelfe, and are rtadie to pull one another by 
the th2oate.. 

Zelt.. here are but a ſewe of your 
minde in this thing, are there? . 

Ath. Ves, the greateſt parte: foz A 
know almoſt none, but they will affirme 
this matter. 

Zelot. If the greateſt parte bee of your 
mind, vherfore is thete not then a greate 
deale of, loue and friendſhippe where you 
fay there is none: why doe yee not being 
the moſte in number, repayre the ru-; 
ines of that olde faithfull friendſhip, which; 
ye ſay is decayed : yee ſay that there was: 
loueand friendſhip, and yee — — 
ment the u ant of them. and yet there i 
none in your ſelues: for yee be verye full of* 
malicx and ſtrife tis there anye buzzard ſo 
blinde. but that he may eſpie your groſſe 
folly and vanitie in this poynt: when with 
opel mouth : yee crye for loue, loue, and 
Due / tha een enimies thereunto a 


Moteouer ye followe your owne fonds 
an 


Vw . 

7 The Countrie diuinitic 
and doating opinion, that yee imagine 
2 thing whiche neuer was, for the world 
hath euer beene like it telle fal of debate 
and ſtrife, a verye ſewe in all ages whiche 
haue had true loue: Agayne, you call 
none loue, but that carnall loue, whiche 
is in eating and drinking -, and other 
fooliſhe delightes. That whiche is the 
true loue, you condemae to bee hatred : 

or if a man admoniſhe and reprooue you 
for any naughtie vite , whiche is the 
| reſt loue, by and by yee ſtampe and ſtare 

like madde men, and ſaye nowethere is no 
loue except a man doe flatrer-yee, and bee 
partaker of your foule and bealtely ſinnes, 
yee are at deadly hatred with him. But 
let vs returne agayne too Syr Robert, yee 
ſayde hee was as good a Liuer an the beſt I 
. them all. 

Ath. Iſap ſo ſtill, fo; his: tontent 
With his liutng:many of pour ſpiritual men 
are neuer latiſfied:fo2 with that poze lyuing 
he bath,he doth hehe a gud houle,anddooth 
feede the pw2e. | 

Zelot, Vou prooue bil: to beg a 
good Liuer, by comparing him: with 
_ ien are Woorſe It is all one 


— 


. 5 ie as 
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The Countrie diuinitie, 6 
as if a manne woulde prooue a theefe 
whiche hath ſtollen ewentye pounde too 
bee a good theeſe, becauſe hee is not ſoe- 
uill as hee which hath ſtollen a thouſande 
poundes. 

Ath. Pie doe not well to compare true 
men with thæues. 4 

Zelot. ls not hea theefe which doth, 
take the hier, and doth not that whiche bee 
ſhoulde doe for it. | | 

Ath, Mer is as god as athafe, A 
thinkeſo. i 
Zelor. Doe not they: robbe them Spiri 
whiche take the lining and doe not feede f 
the flocke Let me asłe yee aqueſtiong 
if a man robbe and ſteale and then keepe 3 
2 good houſe , and feaſt his neighboures 
with it, and bee a Murtherer, will his 
good houſe keeping make him a good 
Liuer? + 

Ath, Qs that it will not. 

Zelot. Let mee as ke yee another queſti. 
on, which is the woorſe murtherer, he which 
doth murther the body, or hee which.doth 
murther the ſoule? E | 
c Ach. We which oth anger we 


Zelot, | Then 


AA 


i 


ly 


ar if! 


eeue the ſaying of Chriſte : 
| 039 eadethe blind they both fal into the ditch; 


— 


The Countriediuinitie 
Eelot. Then hee whiche ſhoulde feed 
mens bodies committed vnto him, and 
doth pyne them to death, isa murtherer, 
and hee whiche ſhould feede mens ſoules 
& dothſterue them, is a greater murthe- 
rer, and ſo his good houſe keeping can- 
notmake him a good man , robbing ſo 
many, and killing ſo many. 

Ath. J will not belcene that he doth 


kill any. 
Zelot. That is becauſe yee will not be- 
if the blinde 


nor that God will ſaue men by the woorde 
preached, Roms +17: 

Ath. J hope we be not blinde, J truff 
we bel&ne all well. 

Zelot. You are blinde and ſhoulde 
haue a guyde to leade yee the way to hea- 
uen, and to inſtruct yee in true godlineſſe. 

Ath. A wil not learne the way to hea- 
uen ol any man, fa2 J hope J haue as god 
a faith and as god a ſoule to Sod warde as 
— W — good 

lot, y do you try your 
neſſe & your faith any other way, then bby 
— blinde fantaſic? 


ath. 1 


The C ze diuinitle: 5 
Ath. A meane well: I hurt nom: 
noz I thinke no man any hurte : J loug 
Godaboue all: and put my whole truſt in 
him: what woulde yee haue moze ? they 
pꝛeache and teach, they can tell vs no moꝛe 
but this:when they dans ali ſayd whatthop 
can, 
. * Zelet.. Nove yee tumble it vp toge- 
ther in deede. I ſee well it is no ſmall trouble 
to bring an n , for to ſee his 
folly. 

Ath. AJ haue vitered my conſcience : 
if J ſay not well, Jam readye foz tos 
learne. 

Zelor. ' What neede you learne 15 
yee know e all afore hande euen as much a4 
all the Preachers can tell yeef 

Ath. Pe take me at the wozff, the ws 
ſeſf of vsall may learne, 

Zelor. You ſaydethatyeeloveG OD 
aboue all:and you thinke no man no hurt: 
Itake it your —— that yee doe loue 
GOD vith all you your neigh. 
r and more then this can- 
not be 

Ath. We houlde 0 hi, ir be oe 
not,God fozgiue vs. W 
Tel. * This is all, is it not, what geg 


— 


The co n *. lininitie. ” 


moreteaching? 
„ Ach. Tet — this firlf;/ - 
afterwards, thy wil learne maze, let 


| elbe. Vo give very graue aduiſe now, 
1 I there were an zo followe it. 
X Ath. J baue no learning but J thinke 
il men woulde das this , it would not bee lo 
euill as it i = Ni 

Slot. cuery thing which 3 Js: ſpoken 
truely, be ——— viſely, then you haue vtte- 
1 red a very wiſeſaying „ for I am ſure there 
} cannot be atrzand belecue in dredeye haue 
no learning,and Tam ſure as you ſay,if men 
ſhould doerhagghere woldnorbelo much 


ee 2 v6 


© if they be notwil,. Apꝛaye 
t jute ; I e en to 


Lale bo "'Yee 


TheCountrie diuininie - * 
Zelot. — man and haue 


yl in outu arde thinges., will yee giue 
mee leaue too aske you a queſtion in 3 


matter n yee-; haue vaderſtans 
ding. 


Ah,” "Itbanke Gad A dare anſwers 
toaqueſtion. 

Zelot. Ne. yea carpenter or amaſgn? 

Ath. "I have no (kil that way, 

Zelte. ee 8 
Z 
Ich. AIthere werenojatter buylders 
then J, therewoulde nat bee fo, many gap 


Zelot. lone Ghoulde ay here i is aue⸗ 
ry fayte hout,ro hee buylded , it is 90 
more but to ly a good foundation, do 
rayſe vp the alles and to ſiniſhe tha rooſe, 

ou knowe his all » therefore; yee can 

nd it ſpt ye knoweall, i 1 1 20 

Ath, Jkdw this is al: but J can dom 
ner a whit of, vnles a carpenter oʒ a buyl- 
der doe teach ie. | 7 2132 wof 

Zelot. Vr ſay well, — too lows 
GOD with l our hearte, with all s 


e e e e -- of * 


— 


nt — 


iu all, but wee knowe not howeto doe one 
jotte of it, vnleſſe wee bee taugt it out of 
Gods word. & 

Ath. GDovdgraunt wee may, fo} there 


be ouer many which doe not regacde it. 


Eelot. Let mee nowe asle you further, 

t caſe one ſhoulde ſay vnd yeu; thus, 
— that is to bee lone in buyl- 
ding an houſe : the fſoundaton the walles 

d theroofe, doe theſe fitt, if yee will 
learne any more, yee may goto ſore Cat. 
Ath. There is no man  foolithe; to 
giue amanthatcounſell. - - - - 

Zelot. It is the Courell you gaue; 
and the wiſe men which ye ſake of, which 
woulde haue men firſt to dand afterward 
tokarne. uf r 
and afferwarde to learne we: fo2 there 


was neuer mozz knowloge and leſſe 


Zelot. It is a verye pifull caſe to ſet 
howe the worlde is blinded yee bring not 
this out of your own bouge ? for there be 

hic 


many wiſe and iolly kages 
r — whhyoulpeake f 
they neuer the whiche Solo- 


mon 
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mon ſayth Proucrb,1.cap.22,yer.Ye fooles 
be enemies vnto knowkdge,or hate know 
ledge. Neither doe they knowe that which 
Saint Paul ſpeaketh. 1,Cpr,8.2, If any man icor 32 
thinke he knoweth any thing, hee 4 2 
nothing as yet, as he ought to knowe. 
— what d holy Ghoſt ſaith 
inthe latter ende of the ſiſte chapter tothe 
Hcbtues vetſ. 1 2. Where he doth y res Heb 512. 
proue them, becauſe they were children im 
vnderſtanding. Neither doe they know that 
al well doing proceedeth from fayth , and 
faith doth incteaſe through knowledge : it 
rieueth me to ſtande vpon the matter, the 
aying is ſo buzardly. 

Ath. You would haue all men vinines, 
I thinke it is not fo: plowemen to metbel 
with the ſcriptures. | 

Zelot, You thinke ſo,butT n | 

whom ſpeaketh the Lord by theProp 7 ea 


＋ whe he ſaith: My people periſn for want 

of knowledge. Vnto whome ſpeaketh the 

Lorde by the Prophete Hoſeas. Chap.4.1.2; 

When he ſayth: there is no trueth, thereis 441.2 

no mercy,norknowledg of god in the land. 

But ſwearing, lying. killing, theruing, com- 2 

mitting adulte ty. &c. Vnto whome wrote 

Saynt Paule ſaying,Brethren bee children in 
| * ale 


— 
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imalice, be not children in vnderſtiding, & 


2 5 .. ynto whom wrote Saint Peter exhorting ſo 


much vnto knowledge? 
Ath, IA thinke knowledg doth make 
men the woo2le,foz there be no woozſe men, 
many that be great ſcripture me: none 
il deceiue a man looner then they: they wil 
ſpeake a man faire befoze his face , and bee 
readpe behinde his backe foz to cutt his 


th2oate, 

Tele. It ſeemeth that you are no ſmall 
wan, there is a great deale of good ſtuffe in 
you, if you woulde vtter it. 

Ath. J tel p my minde plainly, J wil 
not flatter any man. 
Telot. Le need not tel me that, I know 
| Vat manner of man yee be. Let vs come to 
your laſt words, yee did ſpeake very lewdly, 
doe yee thinke, that knowledge doth make 
| men woorſe. 

Ath.  Jheare many ſay ſo :if I ſpeaks 
lewdly there be a number moe be fide mee, 
that doe ſo , 

Zelot. If knowledge make men the 

.- woorſe, then is it a thing that is not good 
ofit ſelfe, for that whichel is good can not 
makeaman euill: is there any beaſt whiche 
will (ay, That toknowe GOD or the = 
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G OD whiche is moſt holy and pure, cad 
tnake a man the woorſe : No theſe men are 
more then beaſtes. Againe,the morea man 
knoweth of God the woorſe he ſhould be;a 
vety filthy blaſphemie. 

Moreouer you are — deceyued. 
when ye thinke that all thoſe whiche canne 
ralke of the Scriptures haue knowledge, for 
there be very many carnal! Pratlers , which 
ſeeme for to knowe much, and yet are as 
blynd as Buzzards:theſe are naughty men, 
not becauſe they haue knowledge but be- 
cauſe they want knowledge. 

Ath. I cannot tell, a man ſhall heart 
_ ſape a great deals ont of the 3Bys 


Zelot. No doubt a great deale more the - 
they vndetſtand:now when ſuch do not liua | 
well, doth it followe that Gods worde ma- 
keth them woorſe,nay yce be all blinde Al- 
ſes whiche cannot ſee, that becauſe there is 
verye little true vnderſtanding of Gods) 
woorde among men, therefore there is ſo 
much vncleanne ſſe: For as the holie Ghoſt 


ſaith. Pſal. 1 19.9. Wherwithal! ſhal a young P/al- 9 


mã clenſe his way euen by taking heed ther- 

to according to thy word. Nowe when men 

doe not vnderſtande che worde, howe ſhall 
3 they 


AA · ce 


i 


Y. 


— 
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they take heede to their wayes for toguide 


them by the ſame. And when God ſaich the 


Ml % Chriſt, that he is become a newe creature, 


him. Likewiſciathe fuſt booke of Samuel. 


woorde doth clenſe vs, his meaning mult 
needes bee, that all ſuche as are not pur- 
ged thereby, ate fowle and filthye in his 
eyes. 

Ath. Pe haue of pour Pꝛeachers, trim 
pulpit men, and can ſap very well: but their 
deedes are as euil as other mens, foz who is 
moze coneteous then they?they are neuer cõ⸗ 
tent vntul they haue heaped lining vppon 


Zelot. Such skiltulmenas you, thinke 
it a man can preache or rather ( as a num- 
ber doe) prattle and haue a rowling tongue 
and can make . at 
by and by he is a trim man, and h eat 
knowledge : when as indeede hee hath no 
true knowledge, for I count him too haue 
true knowledge, whiche hath ſo learned 


Therefore Saint Iohn inthe 3. chap. 5.6. ver. 
of his firſt Epiſtle ſpeakyng of Chriſt ſayth: 
That hee was made — too take away 
our ſinnes, and in him is no ſinne. Whoſo- 
euer abydeth in him ſinneth not. Whoſoc- 
ner ſinneth bath not ſeene him nor know ne 


cap. 2, 
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cap. 2. vetſ. I 2. It is ſayde by the ſonnes of E- 
ly. that they were the ſonnes of Belial, and 
knew not God: and yet they were inſtructed 
in the La and taught the people. And for 
mine owne part I could neuet perceiue that 
any wicked man could preach worth a but- 
ton: I mcaneconcerning the chiefe thing 
required in preaching,which 1s the declara- 
tion of the power of the ſpirit which ought 
for to appeare, tothe couerſion of Gnfalt 
men.For to lay opẽ points of doctrine, they 
may doe it well. 

Ath. It is not foz vs that are ſimple 
men fo2 to iudge who doeth well and who 
doth not. | 

Zelot. Ves that it is, for Saint Tohn ſai- 
eth trie the ſpirits whether they be of God: 
Our Sauiour Chriſt ſaierh, my ſheepe heare 
my voyce a ſtraunger they will not heare - 
Wherevpon it doth followe that hee which 
knoweth not v hen pure doctrine & whole- 
ſome is vttered,is not as yet among the nũ- 
ber of the ſheepe of Chriſt. For if he were in- 
dued with the ſpirit of god. he ſhould by the 
ſame ſpirit feele when wholeſome doctrine 
is deliuered vnto him. | 

Ath. a man be learned, then fee 
Gall be able to indge what is ſado rightly: 
| B3 Other: 


— - 


: 
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It is not learning alone whiche 


any learned men which cãnot iudge well, 
as alſo there be many yalearned which are 
very well able to diſcerne, all lyeth in this 
point the doctrine is of God, & not of men, 
and therefore thoſe doe feele it, and iudge 
rightly whether they be learned or vnlear - 
ned, whom God doth inwardly teach with 
His ſpirite : for this cauſe 8. Paule. 1.Cor.14 
doth ſhew that the word of God is ſo to be 
layd open in the congtegation, that if there 
come in a man vnlearned or an infidel , he 
may be teproued & iudged & the ſecrets of 
his heart made manifeſt. For if the word be 
not preached vnto the coſciences of men, it 
goeth away like a dead ſoũd. But we goe in- 
to many matters, I haue not forgotten your 
former words: but perhaps ye wold be loth 
to come to that agayne. 

Ath. A am nat aſhamed of any thing, 
which J ſaid, and J hope J neede not. 

Zelor. No, your wares are ſo fine, ye need 
not care who viewe them. you loue God a- 
poue all and with all your heart. 

Ath. That J doe, oꝛ els J were a beaff, 
A would hee were hanged which W 


— —— —Hh.,.— — — 


* —ͤ— — , 
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Zelot. Yeeloue your neighbour as your 
ſclfe 2 

Ath. If I doe not, J pzay GDD lo- 
gine mer: Jam ſure no manne can accuſe 
mee. 

Zelot. Then you looke by this meanes 
to come to Heauen? 

Ath. Z hope if there bee but thꝛt in all 
this country, goe to heauen, I ſhalbe one of 
them, J meane ſo well, 

Zelot. Ve know the comandements of 
God, d fulfill them alſo, doe ye nor? 

Ath. J thanke God J know them:and 
will fulfill them as nigh as God (hall giue 
me grace. 

Zelot. Doe ye breake none of them? 

Ath. Mer bzeake them all of vs dayly 
and hourely : fo2 there is no man which can 
ktepe them all. 

Zelot. Youbreake ſome of them, and 
keepe otherſome. Ye keepe the greateſt, doe 
ye notzand breake the leaſt . 

Ach, J kepe the greateſt , and theres 
35 me in tha 


Zelor. Which doe ye tale for to be the 
ateſt, that ye are ſo cleere in: 
—— 34 Ah 7 
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Ach, A am no thefe, noz murtherer, 
ms2 traytour:J pay everyman his owne: J 
thinke this is Gods bidding, 

Zelotes, Are there no greater then 

theſe ? 
Ath. JI fakehimfoz an honeſt may 
which doth kerpe theſe,and he that doth not 
A defie him. 

Zelot. Euen ſowillI tale you to hee, 
trhen L know that yee doe keepe them: ;ut 
I maruell yee are ſo bold for to bid defiance 
to ſo many. | 

Ath. Doe not you deſie them al/andal 
other eull doers? 
clot. If I ſhould doe ſo, you & I ſhould 
be together by the eares by and by. 
Ath. Then belike per count me to bee 
ſuch an one: ye ought not to iudge. 

zelot, A man may know the tree by the 
fruites: but let this paſſe: I pray ye tell mee 
js not he whiche hath moe Gods then one, 

as euil as a murtherer? 


Ath. 2 take him to bee woꝛſe. 


| E'xo4103- Zelot. Then the firſt commaundement 


js greater, then thoſe which you named. 
Ath. It a man think there is any God 
þutgne.he 19 very frre ure 


lor. You 
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Zelot. You hane none other Gods but 
one then: Sa 

Ach. It were pittie of my lifeif1 
ſhould not be of that beliefe.Jf al the Com⸗ 
maundements were as eaſie to bee kept as 

this, we ſhould doe wel. 

Zelot. Then yee neuer brake the firſt 
Commaundement. 

Ath. Neuer in al my life: neither Chal 
euer any make me to be but of Gods belief 
foz they which beleue there be many Gods 
arc not ofa right minde. 

Zelot, Can you then keepe the greater 
and not the lefle : I doe not doubt but it a 
man can keepe the fir{t he can keepe all, for 
the firſt is as hard as any of the reſt,althogh 
ſuch skilful Cleat ks as you, count it to bee 
very eaſie. | 

Ath. Then it were an eaſie matter to 
kepe them. 

Zelot. What if I prooue vnto yee that 
you breake it, will you confeſſe your 
folly? 1-- 

Ath. J will neuer be made belcene that 
which Fknow is contrary. 

- *-Zelos. Let me as le ye this queſtiõ: v he- 
ther that man doth koepe this commande- 
ment,which thinketh thegeis but one god. 


— 


—— 
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andyerg iueth that honour and woorſhip 
vnto — things, vhich he ſhould giue vis 
tohim alone. 

Ath. A did neuer put any truſt in ima- 
ges, noꝛ I neuer thought they could doe me 
anp god. 

Zelot. I doe not ſpeake of that outward 
giuing away of Gods worſhip; but of an o- 
ther which is inward ia the mind. 

Ath. Jhauealwayes had God in my 
minde, am J traſt J haue neuer wozlhip- 
ped any beſides him. 

Zelot, Isnotthat a mans God whiche 
heloueth beſt:and which he doth moſt de- 
light in? 

Ath. Loks what a man loueth beſt, # 
taketh molt delight in, Jthinke he maketh 
vᷣ his god, bicauſe we ought to loue god beft. 

Zelot. Doe ye not thinke that the thing 
v nich a mi moſt ſetteth his mind vpõ, and 
— ſeeketh after, is that which he moſt lo- 
Ath. J ſuppoſe every man lwketh alter 


that which he moſt loneth. 


Zelot. Then he which ſecketh theworld 


mon then God, loueth the world more the 


7 God:and S deed maketh the 
world his God. ; 
Ath, God 


— P 
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Ath, God fozbid that any man ſhould 

make moze account of this woꝛlde; then of 
God, I hope few doe ſo. 

Zelot. You hope few doe ſo, but a man 
may eaſily proue that you doe ſo, and I am 
ſure the moſt doe ſo. You 

Ath, J truſt pte ſhal hardly pzoue it by 


mee, although ver iu dge ſo euill of mer. 


Zelot. Can a man ſeeke after God, or ſet 


his delight vpon God any other way, then, {1 . 
by ſeeking after the knowledge and obedi- / 


ence of Gods wil which he hath revealed in 
his word or can a man loue God, and not 


loue his word! 


Ach. Gods wo2d is god, we muſt loue 


that al ofvs & be ruled by it, foꝛ it doth tel vs 


nothing but that which is god. 
Zelot. How flily you wind out of the mat- 


God and not ſecke him in his word. 

Ath, Eucry man cannot bee a Diuine, 
inte that bee vnlearned men are not ſoz to 
meddle with ſo high matters. 

Zelot. Now ye ſpeake in your kinde,we be 
vnleamed men, we haue naught to do with 
God, we may not meddle with him. 

Ach. Pon take all thinges wzong 
wid ver 


c r > 
ter, I aske one thing which yee doe not aun- 
ſweare: & that is whether a man can ſcche . 


7 
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pie doe not heare me (ay ſo. 

Zelot. Doe I tale ye vrong, doe ye not 
ſay ſoftel me is not God as high a matter as 
his word? 

Ath. God is aboue all. 

Zelot. Cam we haue to doe with God, 
to ſerue him any way but by his word#- 

Ath. The woꝛd of GW D doth tel vs 
what wie are to doe. 

Zelot. Then it followeth when yee ſay, 
we may not meddle with ſo high matters, 
that yce were euen as good for to ſay, wee 
haue nought to doe with GOD, Weowe 


him no duety of obediẽce, we need not care 


to know his wil;becaule he is as high a mat- 
ter as his word. 

Ath. Pou put in a greate deale moꝛe 
then J ſayde , and take mer (till at the 
wot. 

Zelot. Nay you are ſo deepe in your 
ſpeech,that yee vtter more in a word, then 
a man can wel lay open in an houres talke: 
Agayne. I take yce not at the worſt, for make 
the beſt of it you can, and it muſt needs fol- 
low that thoſe whichcare not for the word 
of God, care not for him, neyther doe they 
delight in him, ox loue him which doe not 
delight in him nor loue his word. 

ä Moreo- 


—- 


re 


male the worlde your God becauſe ye 
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Moreouer,howe ſhal a man take deligne 
For to knowe the word, but it will cauſe him 
for to ſec ke to know it, that which is a tans 
Iewell, he will ſometimes looke vpon it: but 
there are a number of yee which are indeed 
very Atheiſts, & ſet nota ſtraw by the know- 
ledge of Gods will: for let a man tell yer of 
any duety which ye ſhould be raught out of 
the holy ſcriptures, by and by this is your 
aunſweare, thoſe thinges are not for vs too 
med dle withall: it is not for vs too talbe of 
ſuch poyntes . But we are gone a great way 
from the beginning of this matter; which 
is; thut where yee did affitmerhat yee loue 
God with all your heart, and that yee have 
none other Gods beſides him: Nome the 


' conclufion is prooued, that ye loue him as 


much as an olde ſhoe, and that indeede 
molt after that. E 
Ath. Pee doe not bſe mie well in ſay⸗ 
ing that J lone © O Dno better then an 
olde ſhoe , J woulde pe ſhoulde knows 
J lone him as well as the belt of pte Al: 
though inderde J cannot ſay ſomuch: 
ZTelor. Be not angry man, for it is but a 
ſmall faulte, for a great ſort moe do bears 
ye company. ye goe not alone. But becauſe 
ver 


F 


$ 


© 
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be glad toheare my will. 
| Salt: $5, wo Ve ſay right, but why doe ye not 


ye male fo great boſt. I pray ye tell mee this 
ye haue ſeruantes haue ye nor? 
Ath. A haue a pooze houſhold. 
Zelot What doe ye require of your ſer- 
vant? | 
Ath. To obep my will, and to do that 
Which J commaund him. 
Zelot. What if hee care not ſo muche, 
as too knowe your wil, but will ſaye : I 
wilt not meddle with ſo high matters, no- 
thyng regarding to knowe your plenſure: 


 Feannot ſay that hee is agvovſer- 
fo; if he were. he wold nat takeſkozne 


will yee ſay, hee louethyee, or het᷑ is a good 
ſeruant?-. | SHLD | 


that when God hath ſet down his 
vill and you cate not for to know it, that ye 
loue him as well and doe him as good ſer- 
nice, as ſich a ſeruant ſhould doe vnto you. 


Ah. Ood helpe, if this which vou ſay 
bie true. 


Zelor. It is moſt true, not only that mẽ 
make the world their G O D, becauſe they 
ſeebe more after it then they doe afier Gods 
kingdom, but alſo S. paul calleth the Diuell 
te Cod of this world, as alſo in 

| P 


2 


ow 
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he ſayeth, there is ſome whoſe God is ph1 (119. 
— nd . u GC 7 * 
Ath. God foꝛbid that any man ſhoulve 
take the diuell to bes God, 02 doe him ſuch 
honour. „ 27 
Zelot. They ate no ſmal number uhich 
make him their God. | 
Ath. You may ſay ſo, but J couldnener 
come into that mans company yet whiche 
would not vtterly defie him. 0 
Zelot. It I ſhould proſoſſe great Kindnes 
vnto you now, and in the meane time draw 
my dagger and breake your pate, would yee 
beleeue I were your friend? ; |. «Vid 
Athe. Apꝛaꝝ God keepe mee rom ſuch 
friendes: which giue good woꝛdes and nar⸗ 
vill deedes,J had rather they tolde me their 
N | , 4915 20080 4 
Zelot. Then ye anſwere that we muſt not 
loołe what men ſay, but what they doe. 
Ath. They had better not ſpeake well, 
then to ſpeake well and doe euill. 
Zelot. Likewiſe I anſwere you that we muſt 
not looke to mens wordes when they de ſie 
the Diuell, but to theit deeds by which they 
obey him and doe his will: for when they 
defie him in their wordes,they honour him 


for God in theit workes, 
ä | Ath, Ak 


John. Lohn 1, Epiſtle 3. Ab, Hee that _ 
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Zach. A there be anyſach , J p2ays 
GD Damend them, foz that is the waz if 
which J with them. 

in | I could like your prayer well if it 
were not only for afaſhion, as yee vie many 
ſachlike-For when ircommerh to the tryal, 
you will eaſily bee founde among the num- 
berof ſuch. 

Athi If pt thinke me to be ſuch an 
one ,ye& iudge wozle (hen everany man did 
I thanktoG DD Jean being many totelki- 
fiethat Jam an honeſt man , anvalwayes: 


-- hayebeene, J wilbe founde as god as your 


ſelfe , though ye finde ſo greate faulte with” 
other , as though y& were not like other 


men 
Zur.  Tiudge nothing but that which 
is eaſie to ſee, in you and a number more, 
and which! canne, and will proue to your 


face. 


Ath. P& are a ſtranger vnto me, will 
pe iudge of mer, and knowe not what my 
wozkes are. 

Zelot. Hee which cannot ſpie yee,hath 
buta ſimple vnderſtanding : I pray yeetell 
mee, ſuch as doe the workes and will of the 
Deuill;;are they not of the Diuell. Saint 


d 
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dren of Abraham, and the children of God, 

that they were of their father the Diuell, and 

v hy, becauſe they did his will, Euen ſo you 
take part with ſuch as are euill and wicked, 
ſhall aske ye a little queſtions - 

Ath. Pea, aſke what pou will, 5 iudgs 
what pe like beſt, but J will anſweate as 
wel as Ican. 

zelot. Do ye not thinke that al Whore- 

mMaiſters, Drunkards, Dicers, Raylers, Swea- 

te rs, and ſuche like, are the Divels atmye, as 
on the other ſide, ſuch as proſes Gods word 
and live godly, are his ſouldiers, & do fight 
vnder his banner? 

Ath. They axe well holpen vp which 

ſerue ſuch a maiſter. 

zelot. Why ate you ſo vn iſe thenas to 

ſerue him: for all thoſe which rake part with 

. thoſe wicked men, & raile vpon thoſe which 

are godly, doe ſight vnder the-ſame ſtan- 

derd, and ſoeke to vpholde the kingdome of 

the Diuell, labouring for to overthrow the 

;Golpel,and to baniſh Gods word, 

| Ath. They are weozthy ta haue their 
taxes cut from their head, which rayle vpan 
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teth euill is of the Diuell. Like wiſe our Saui- 

our Chriſt telleth the obſtinate lewes, Ioh. Jah n 
g. Which boaſted themſelues to be the chil-3 


* 
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honeſt men oz ſecke to launder them. 
' ZLelot, This is a common thing among 


all the pack of ye, if there be any man which 


hach a care to know God, and ſeeketh after 
his word, & wil not cõmit thoſe beaſtly ſins 
which ouerflow in al places, then you which 


deuiſe a number of lies and ſlanders againſt 


| Gra abide to haue Gods word ſet forth, 
them, calling them puritanes, raſſcals & ma- 


ny ſuch like. On the contrary part, let a man 
be a common drunkard, a Dicer, and igno- 
rãt beaſt which hath no knowledge of god, 
a wretched worldling , or any kind of ſuch 
perſont he is an honeſt man: for they bee 
thoſe whom you would haue a man loſe his 
eares for: hee is nowe counted the honeſt 
man which liueth as the molt doe. 

Ath- There bee a number goe ſo farre 
they cannot tel what they may do:they will 
not doe as their honeſt neighbours doe, they 
wilbe wiſer then their betters: what ſhould 
they meddle with Gods woo2de, it maketh 
them buſie in checking every man. It was 
neuer merry ſince me vnlcarned haue med⸗ 
led with the ſcriptures. | 

Zelot. I maruel how far you would go ifa 
man ſhould followe ye: ye are like a puddle, 
which the more a man {tirreth it, the more 
filthy mud ariſeth-ye arc like a ſunke, _ 
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the more a mi ſtirreth the moxe is the ſtink, 
Ath. Mhat meane pee by that? 

Zelot. I mean that your heart is ful of foule 
ſtinking & rottẽ matter, which flow eth out 
at your mouth. I confeſſe that thoſe men be 
not to be allowed which meddle with that, 
which they ſhoulde not; but I know whom 
you meane, when ye ſay they goe ſo far, that 
rhey know not what they may do: ye ſpeake 
of them which ſecke to know God, hom ye 

thinke to be halfe madd. 

Alth. There be ſome of them which ars not 
bok learned, what ſhould they do otherwiſe 
the their fathers befoze them: J kne m ſomg 
of their fathers,honeſt men, and neuer trou- 
bled themſelues that way. 

Zelot. I did know your mind wel inough: 
for al your ſpite is againſt thoſe w hich learn 
out of Gods word to know their duetie to- 


wards the Lord: & becauſe as S.Peter ſayth, 2 pet 44. 


they do not run with ye to the ſame exces of 
riot, ye think it ſttãge & blaſphemy. Againe, 
ye cannot abide to be admoniſhed,when ye 
cõmit any naughty thing Ye know not that 
God hath appointed his worde for al ſortes 
of men to be inſtructed in it throughly, for 
the holy Apoſtles exhott cuery where vnto 
great knowledge in the ward, ' 

Againe ye know not thatwhich the Lord 
C2 com- 
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comandeth in ſundry places, that weſhould 
admoniſh, and reproue one another: if any 
do amiſſe: & not as you blind obſtinate me, 
which when a man doth after a godly man- 
ner admonithe yee: hee is by and bya buſie 
medler, hat hath he to doe, he ſnal not an- 
ſwere for you. And becauſe ye may not doe 
what le vdnes yee liſt, vncontrolled. ye ſay it 
was neuer merry ſince euery mã might read 
the ſcriptures. It is matuel lous that men 
ſhould ſo become beaſts, without all vader- 
ſtanding. 
Ach. It woulde not gritue me to be re» 
pzoued by thoſe which are learned, but 
now enery Jacke wilbe medling. 
Zelot. If you be reproued iuftly by Gods 

word, then is it God whichdothreprove, 
ye are not to looke vpon the man. hut when 
{yee call chem Iackes, and giue them other 
| reproches, it is becauſe yee are blinde, and 
can diſcerne nothing but that whiche is of 
this worlde. For if yee could ſee, how great 

glory the pooreſt true Chriſtian is called vn- 

to, to be the child of God, ye would not te- 
uile thoſe whom God honoureth. 

Ath. They will be medling in ſmall mat- 
ters il it were foꝛ great faults it were ſome⸗ 
what, but a man may not be merry nowe. 

Zee Be- 
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Zelot. Beyng vtterly blynde,and voyde 
of grace, yee count thoſe ſinnes which arF 
fowle and groſſe, for to bee ſmal: ſwearing 
rayling;talking in your filthy ribaldry , ſin- 
ging fowle and beaſtly ſonges, theſe & ſuch 
like are your pety faultes: this is your mirth 
which mult not be hindred : For itis doath 
to yee to haue any godlineſſe ſpoken of, if ie 
be ye cannot be merrie: This Dungel mirth - 
is that which men coniplaine of ro be mole» 
ſted, and ſay it was happy in old time, when 
me were not teproued for ſuch things, now 
there be'ſa:tnany ſcripture men, that a man 
cannot tel what to ſay, or what to do. 
Ath. There are none of ye all as hos 
lie pe woulde ſteme fo2 to bee , but haus 
faultes :-y& ſee not your owne, but other 
mens. | 
Zelot. Hee which doth not repent an 
corre his oui vicious nature, and ſtriue to 
obey God, is no good teproouer of others: 
But when yee ſay men ſeeme to be holy and 
giue it as a matter of teproch, therein ye goa 
almoſt beydnd the Diuel himſelfe: for you 
ſee that I gaineſay yee or els yee woulde not 
inure it, but yee would euen powre out your 
ſtinking & rotten poyſon like blaſphemous 
and venemous beaſts: ye would ſpeake after 
> bel S C3 this 
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this manner you that are ſo full of the ſpłtit, 
you that are Saintes and ſuch like. What are 
you Diuels. are ye of the fleſh? no doubt ye 
are, vntil god cõuert ye. But we may ſee how 
dinelliſhly men are become wicked: when a 
man cãnot make any appearice to bee god · 
ly and holy, but it is reproched as though it 
were aſhameful thing to be led by the ſpirit. 
For otherwiſe why dye they ſo obiect an ho- 
neſt thing to liue after the fleſhe, a ſhamefull 
matter to be guided by the ſpirite, 

Ath. God helpe vs if none be god but 

ſuch, F hope honeſt and quiet men ſhalbe ſas · 
ned as well as they, although they cannot 
talke ſo well, noz runne not to heare wer⸗ 
mons, 

Zelot. Nay you would haue others in bet- 
ter caſe then they, for you iudge them that 
are zealous in the Goſpel & would faineſt of 
al other pleaſe God, to bee the woorſt men: 

and the more careful a man is to be holyto 

the Lord, the more he is diſdayned and mil- 

liked. Which doch euidently ſhewe that ſuch 
as you are led by the ſpirit of the Diuel. Yee 
lead meſo from ene matter to another, that 
we are gone from ſome thing which ye vete- 

red. I remember yet ſaidye put your whole 
truſt in God. 
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Ath. I (aid ſo, t᷑ ſs I ſay ſtill:theugb A haue 
no leuruing. yet J truſt I beleene as wel as 
any ſcripture man of them all. 
Zetor, Le bragge very boldly, I pray yce 
tel me this, are ye ſure ye ſnalbe ſauedꝰ⸗ 
Ath. No noz vou neither, no2 the 
— of per all. we mult commit that to 

d. 

Zelot, Wbt is it that yee put al your 
whale truſt in him for ? Is it not this, that 
G O D hath promiſed vnto yee eternal lite, 
and that ye beleue he wil perfotme * pro- 
milc? 

Ath. That he doth loue me, and giueth 


all thinges 
+ Zelot, Are ye not ſure that he doth loue 


yee? 
\,Ath. J hope he doth loue me: but J am 
not ſure. 1001 | 
. .'Zelot. Doth not the ſcriprurefaye, that 
vhoſoeuer doth truſt in him ſhalbe ſaued ? 
Ath. Godſaith ſo indabe; and I be- 
lene it is ſo. | 
Zelat. Youknowe doe yee not, thatye 
put your whole truſtand belicte in him 
Ath, J know J doe;and J hope A ſhall 


C4 Tela. If 
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'Zelet. If God cannot lie, vhen he faith 
all that cruſt in him ſhalbee ſaued, and you 
know that yeeput your whole cruſt in him. 
Whetefore doe yeenorthen know e that ye 
ſhalbe ſaued: 

' Ath; «+ What which God ſayth, is true, 
fo; he cannot lie j put m truſt in none but 
in him: hope to bee ſaued, what would ves 
haue moe: J will belæue neuer a one of 
them all when they ſaye they knowe they 
Halbe ſan?d:J thinke they would make the⸗ 
felues Gods, 

Zelot. Naye ſuch as you make your 
ſelues Gods,when yec ioyne thinges ſo con- 
trary together 8& can make them agree: fifs 
and water may lodge together in one bedd, 
at your inne, and agree well together: Fot 
they are no more contrary then that which 
yee affirme, when yee ſay God hath. promi · 
ſed that all which beleeue in him ſhalbee ſa- 
ned, you-are ure yee beleeue inhim, and 
that ye put al your whole truſt in him, &yer 
p e cannot tell whether yee ſhalbee ſaued. 

ut I tannot greately marueli at this, for 
— — as well what * is, as docth A 


Ath, I truſt à knowe, and. J meatis 
mel, Cad 1 my meaning howſoeuer 
a vn 
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yon take me. | 

Zelot. Letmecaske yeethis queſtion, 

when a man prayeth , if hee doe not be- 

leeue that whiche heeſayeth , doeth hee 
well: 

Ath. We mult belteue that which wee 
ſpeake when wee pzaye , 02 els it is nothing 
worth. 

Zelot. When chhriſte teacheth vs too 
praye , and to call G OD our Father: 
ought we not for to know thathe is our Fa» 
ther? 

Ath. Ur onght foz to knowe that 
whiche G O D teacheth vs and to beleue 
the ſame. 

Zelot. Mult we not beleeue it without 
doubting or wauering, as S. Iames ſaith, hee 
that doubteth is like vnto a aue of the Sea 
toſſed with the winde, neither let that man 
thinke that he ſnal recetue any thing 2 
- Ath, We mult not doubt fo2 hee that 
doubteth is in a wꝛong beleefe, wee mult put 
all our truſt in God. 

Zelor. Then when ye cal GOD Father, 
ye beleue that ſurely whichyeſpeak, the are 
ye ſure that he lobeth ye, fot u Pather doeth 
joue his child, euen men v hic are euil dos uu 
Rue good giftes vnto their children = Lu 
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they as lee, becauſe they loue them, muche 
more, the heauenly father which is perfectly 
, doth loue bis children, that is thoſe 
which beleeue in him: then I reaſon in this 
wiſe, he that belecucth ſurely that GOD is 
his father, hee is ſure that God loueth him: 
he that is ſure God loueth him is ſure of e- 
ternall life : therefore al thoſe which pray a- 
right, are ſurethey ſhalbe ſaued. 
Ath. Jpzay GDD we may cal bon 


*” >» 


Zelet. Tel me further what yee thinke, 
vas not Abraham ſure he ſhould bee ſaued, 
likewiſe Dauid, Paule, and others ? 

Ath, Euerpe man cannot bee like 
ſhoſe. Canyou lay pe are like vnto A- 
braham? ä 

Zelot. Doth not the Scripture ſay, that 
Abraham is the father of the faithfull , and 
that thoſeare the Children of God whiche 
walke in the ſteppes of the faithfull Abra- 
hamil conſeſſe indeede that euery one cany 
not attayne to ſo great a meaſure of fayth as 
thoſe had: but yet wee mult come to the 
ſame fayth, becauſe we haue the ſame God, 
the ſame couenant and promiſes, the ſamo 
ſpirite is giuon W 
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Paule inthe 4. chap. to the Epheſians ſayrh} Ex. 
there is one God, one faith, one baptiſme, 
If there be but one, then ours muſt bee the 
ſame that theirs was. 

Ath. Pea, but fo2 al that it is pꝛeſunp⸗ 
tion foꝛ men to ſay, they know they ſhalbes 
ſaved. a 

Zelot. I ſee that popiſn dung doth ſtick 
ſtil between your teeth, wheEthey teach men 
that it is preſumption to be out of doubt. 

Ath. CUhat tell pe mee of the Pope; 
J care not foz him , J woulde both hee 
— his Dung , were buried in the Dung» 
hill. | 

Zelat. Tknow there be many which care 
not for the Pope, bur yer belceve muche of 
his doctrine : they bee thoſe which wee call 
Atheilts,of no religion, but looke whatſo- 
euer any prince doth ſet foorth, that they 
will proſeſſe. 

Ath. Jthinke that is gw», ought not 
wee lo to obey our Pzinces , and woulde 
pee haue bs to take vpon vs fo2 to bes wyler 
then they and their Tounſellers? 


Zu. I doe knowe yee were an A- 
thei ; ſerting vp men H 


God:worſethen a Turke. 

Ath. Mhereſoꝛe doe pee ſay ſo? 

Zelot. Tell ine this, are wee for to obey 
men if they command that which is contra · 
ry to that which God commandeth? 

Ath. A think not ſo. ' 

Zelot. Isthereany mothen one truth, 
or one religion, which is the tight, and that 
which God commaundeth? 

Ath, There can be but one truth, that 
is certayne. 

Zelot, Then when one Prince com- 
maundeth one religion , another ariſeth 
afterward and commandeth the contratye: 
Wil ye without difference obey them both? 
is not this fort to deny God? is not this for 
to be worſe then a Turke 2 
Ath. J am ſure vt will not denie, but 
that we muſt obey, 

Zelot. Hee which doth diſobey the 
Prince , doth diſobey GOD , vuto his 
damgation, where the Prince ſetteth ſoorth 
and mainteyneth Gods worde,Butif there 
be a Prince which maketh lawes againſt the 
lawes of God, wemult obey G O D rather 
then men. But there are many as I ſayd be- 
fore, which in any Princes dayeʒ wil ſpeake 


Jus, if religion ſhould turne (ſay they) as 
God 


- 
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God forbid ĩt ſhould, but if it doe, it is our 
partes to bee obedient. Are not theſe A- 
thieſts, haue they not denied God, when * 
they ſet men in his place ? And looke 
no higher but what men commaunde, But 
yee haue drawne me away againe from the 
matter we were in hand with,where ye ſaid 
itis preſurnption for a man to ſay he know - 
eth he ſhalbe ſaued: I may aske ye aqueſtion 
Iknow ye will anſwere very boldly. 
Ath. Jknowe no cauſe why A ſhould not 
anſwere boldly. 
elot. Te ſay true, for blind bayarde is 
the boldeſt horſe in the cart, although he be 
almoſt drowned in one flow yet he will not 
ſick at another: he wil through when al the 
reſt will ſlraine curtefie, But let vs come to 
the matter: whether is it greater preſump- 
tion for to beleeue that God it true, orfor 
to doubt of the certeintie of his promiſey de 
whether doth that man honour G'O D 
moſt which giueth credit to his word, or he 
which doubteth whether he will perfourme 
the ſame ? ; 
Ath, It muſk needs be graunted that he 
which beleeueth God of his wozd, doth well 
and he that doth not doeth euill. oy 


Zelet. Ye 
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Zelot. You ſay true. for if a Prince make an 
offer vnto ſome man who he fauoureth,and 
he ſnoulde make anſweare, I doubt of it, 1 
ſcarce beleue the performance of your pro- 
miſe : would not the Prince thinke him ſelfe 
ge diſhonoured to haue it doubted 
whether he be a mi of his word. It he ſhould 
ſweare for the performãce of his promiſe, & 
the party not truſt him, he would neuer put 
that vp, or beate ſuch an iniury. The it mult 
needs follow that vhẽ God hath boũd him 
ſelfe both by promiſe & by oth, as it is ſaide 
Heb. cap. 6. ver. 17. How great pre ſũption is 
it not for to beleeue him ? it is all one as to 
thinke God may lie, or that he may bee for- 
ſwotne, which is horrible blaſphemie. 

Ath. Agrauut this is true, if God ſhould 
tel any man that he ſhould be ſaued, if he did 
nat then beleene him. But where is that 
may whichecan ſay God euer tolde him ſo ? 
oth he tell any one man ſo? 

Zeler. Lea that he doth,for that which 
he ſendeth vnto al in general, he ſedeth vnto 
euery one in particular:for is it not alone, it 
ama be condemned for treaſon to haue his 
—— him being but one mã alone, ot 

ing a great ſort mo cõdẽned vnto death 
with him, a general pardõ is ſent for the all? 
r Ath. That 
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Ah. Chat is al one. la he hath hir part in it 

Zelor. Euen ſo is it betweene God and 
vs, we were al condened, hee hath ſẽnt a ge- 
neral pardõ to as many as beleeue the ſame, 
that whoſocuer truſte tn in Chriſt hee ſhalbe 
ſaued. God therefore hath tolde ſome men, 
that is ſuch as beleue, that they ſhalbe ſaued. 
and ſuch as doubt oft his promiſe & his oth, 
they ſhalbe daned. Therefore it is al one in 
thoſe which beleue, as if he had ſent a parti- 
cular meſſage vnto them. 

Ath. J neuer heard ſomuchinallmy 
life befoze. 

Zelor. I beleeue ſo, For S. R. can no great 
Skil in this geare: he can v hip ouer a newe 
payre of cardes nembly, and tyrle a dye. But 
he ſhoulde be the meſſenger of the Lorde of 
hoſtes, euen as the Prophete ſayeth, his lips 
ſhould keepe knowledge, and men ſhoulde 
enquireat his mouth, hee ſhoulde open all 
the Counſel of God vntothe people, & not 
let them run headlong as they doe ynto de- 
ſtruction. He ſhoulde inſtru them in al the 
doctrine of fayth, and repentance, and ſo 
guyde them in the feare of God. | 

Ath. All men cannot do alike, we muſt 
attept the ir good will, enery man cannot be 
a Pꝛeacher. t hen 

'... Zelor. Becauſe yee care nat for ſce- 
king 
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king after eternall life, yeeare content to ac 

t of nothing: and becauſe yee love your 
luſts,and hate to be refourmed, yee abhorre 
the vſe of preaching :and as a poore man as 
ye are, would ye not for xl,ſhillings ye had a 
Preacher among you. 

Ath. Per euer take me at the wozl, J 
allo we pꝛeaching, it is good now and then, 
but ſome can keepe no meaſure no; tel when 
they haue done: Againe they bee ouer whot 
and ſeuere, and pꝛeache damnation to the 
people: Likewiſe they meddle with (ache 
matters as they neede not as Election and 
Pꝛedeſtination, what ſhoulde ſuche mat⸗ 
ters bes ſpoken of among the people, they 
make men wooꝛſe. ; 

Zelot. I thinkethe Diuell is the cun- 
ningeſt ſchoolemaſter in the worlde: Other 
ſchoolemaiſters cannot bring groſſe heads 
& dullards to any paſſe, but content them- 
ſelues with the finer wits, fox to trayne them 
vp in learuing: but a man can almoſt lyght 
vppon none of his ſchollers, be they neuer 
ſuch blockheads, but they haue their leſſon 
at their fingers endes, | 

Ath. Jthanke pee Sir fo2 your good 
waꝛde : But A neuer learned it of the Di⸗ 
nell, noz neuer was any of his 8 : 
": „E- u 
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en A have as iti ta doe with him as you Cc 


03 any other. 
Zelot. Where did yee learne it thou if 


not ofthe Diuell: 

Ath. I haue heard honeſt men _— 
and ſome P2eachers pꝛeach it. 

Zelet, Then! 22 ye jcarnetlivgee 
of the Diuell himſelfe , but at IS 
ſome of his Vihers. 

; Ach, Wherefoze doe per call thamthe 
Diuelles Uſhers ? they haut chill in tha 
wonde of God, and ought to knowe what 
they (ay. and 

Zelet. I cal them ſo bereit they teach 
the preceptes of the Diuell : And although 
they haue ſome knowledgein the word,yet 
they neuer learned theſe thinges which yon 

out of the worde. 

Ath. Did the Dinel teach them becauſs 
they haue it not in Gods woꝛd; 

Telot. It is the doctrine ofthe Diuell, 
becauſe it is againſt Gods worde. For God 
neuer teacheth men thoſe thinges which are 
contrary to the doctrine which ber hat (ee 
downc in his worde. 


Ath. Ithinke vi will harvelypzaoae 
thels A fo ere 7 u- 
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::Zelat:'. I waulde you coulde ab 
proue your ſelfe to be a good man: for then 
we thould faone agree. 

Ath. Pou are not foz fo indge of mee 
nu moꝛe fhen Jam foz to tudge of you: buf 
there be manynowe a daies which wil take 
vppon them foz to iudge men: they doe 
— that out of Gods. woozde A am 

re 

© Zelat. If I ſee a man drunken, or heare 
him ſweare or raile and ſuch like, and ſay, he 
is4nanghtye man, doe I iudge: ſhall I ac- 
count him a good man, when I ſee hee is 


naught? : 

run When a man voth ler thoſe naugb⸗ 
ty vices, hee may boldely lay that ſuch men 
are naught. 

Zelor. In like manner when a man 
Heareth one which holdeth euill and abho- 
minable opinions againſt thetruth, he may 
as boldeſy (ay hee is naught becauſe they 
haue giuen iudgement of them ſelues, and 
haue ſhewed whit they are. Nay they bee 
uche as you which take vppon yee fox to 
judge: for let a ma be more careful thẽ your 
LElues for to ſerue God: & by & by you will 
enter into the ſecrets of his hart, x hich god 
galy 90 kao, and yee will not ſlicke or to 
gro- 
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ptonoincethat be is an hypoctite. In the 
meatie time, let a mantell you that yee ata 
wicked,when he doth ſer your — 

anfwere; yce dugut᷑ not to iudge: but T 
. prouethat the things which 
ke ag4init preaching; are very diueliſn 
Lad wicked. Je | laido thus, Iallaweprea- 
00 it is good noa e andthen, but ſome 
can ligepe no meaſure; norwilt neuet haus 
done. 

At Ffaydfo invede; J will not deny 
myW03d.xI thinke ſo ſila$Fozamanmay 
dalie overmuch ofany thing,and per is 
as g as nfHraſt. daun 2 

7 Delos, A very Artle i 18 Sk. * you, if 
che kreacher doe paſſt his hourg huta little. 
your buttokes beginne for to ake, and yen 
CP your hearte that the Pulpit voulde 

all 

Ath. Ye may bed. ri befoze rege 


db kit. 


ez EHxlell Naß — geſſe fomewhar 
rere in uche /a man as gee are. ;- but iT 
Praye ” did yee neuer a ar Canes all 
X. a. 122245 

uh. Hes that Iban, and thought 
— — 8 

Sibi en _ yee thinke an 
03 houre 
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houreſo long ata Sermon, & a whole night 
ſo — thatyce delight in the 
oneand care not for the other: the cardiog 
is loined with much ſimne and ſeruice of the 
Diuell, the other is ſor to bring vs vnto the 
knowledge and feare of God Marke nowe 
howe much by your own confeſſion ye loue 
the Diuell mort then GO D ? for hym 
doe yee loue moſt, home yee delight to 
ſerue moſt. ö 
Ach, Can wee not ſerus God without 
fo much pyw aching? A lee they are neuer the 
better which run mo after ſermons, they 
talke much, but J woulde have them leaue 
talking and fall to vopng, wer ſe no do⸗ 
— PRE 20008 
Le. 
“FEeiot. Can your ſeruaunt ſerue you vn- 
leſſe he know your will? | 
Zelot. No more can you ſerueGOD 
wvithout the knowledge of his will, and as 
for thereſt of yqur ſpeech, when ye crie out 
'agaialt preathing' of Gods worde, that it 
maketh men neuer the better, and yewquld 
haue them leaueralking, and fal to doing: 
Iconfeſſe there be a numbet which are cuũ 
derſeite proſeſſor which hue not according 
(0 
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to the Goſpel, & moſt commonly they bee 
ſucli, as haue but a litle ſmacke of the Go- 
ſpel, & yet thinbe they know much, becauſe 
they want the meanes, hauing the worde ei 
ther ſeldome or looſely preached. Bur I wil 
conſute your vanitie, another way iir this 
poynt, tell me, are not thele your ſayinges $ 
where the worde is fincerely preached, if a» 
ny'feeke to frame their lives after the fame, 
when they doe eyther by woordereprooue 
your euil wayes,orby deed refuſe your lewd 
maners: Theſe men ate full of the Spirite, 
theſe arc preciſe feHowes , theſe ate holie 
Sayntes., theſe thinke themſelues Gods fel- 
lowes; theſe thinke themſelues better then 
Mother men. r, ng 
- Ath. Mee lap ſo inderde, there is good 

Zelot. Ihen I pray ye tell me how theſe to 
things can hang together, u hen ye ſay there 
is no amendment of life, and yet yee com- 
playne that they be ouer ful of the ſpirite.o· 
yer preciſe, & ſach like. May not euery man 
ſoe, that yee pronounce things directly con- 
— — — there is no 

jet in . 4 
Ah, Mis das nat tap that any der a⸗ 
N Dz mende 
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- Zelot, Wbenye ſay they are auer hoh 
what ſhould men bee ſo curious and full. ot 
the ſpirite, vhat is this but ta ſay that they 
amend ouer faſti is dot abi du amend hun 
merby due inſttuct ion out of Gods warde 
come to repentaunce ottheir former wices? 
and ſtant n cate to betpe themſeluea tom 
theiſpottrs:of che roten flo ſhe and filchic 
worde Boe nat you and ſuche as yu are 
after a ſort vlaſpliema, henyte reproche 
menitthitho ſpiriteꝭ ia ivaſhame for aman 
nout adayes for ta hau anyt thing to doe 
wich th&)fpirirtof G O D's Mihile a an 
doth walke aftet che fleſh ĩa the uſtes of Vn: 
cleanneſſe, hee is an honeſt mau a But 
ta ſoone ⁊s he ia ĩodued with any geace, ye 
woonder at him as crowes do at au ole 
are rend to flbute Bo oc Hier ont of his 
skinno. And ad if the ſpititg of God were 2 
ſpirite of diihonout and ame ee mocbe 
men with him. Me maya donde at the 
patirnce of -Gr1QD , hich hath. thus many 
yeeres ſuffered hunſelfe to beedithonogredy 
his ſpitit teuiled his word deſpiſed, & hath 
not byn teneuged: but nd doubt the loger 
he hath taried, the heauier wil the ſtroke bez 

a eee what punk eber 


24 
Aj; 
as = x 
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make themſelues moze holy then they ber: 
Zelot. If ye meane one way ye —— 
for it is a naughty vice fox men to feemertÞ - 
be holy when they ate not, or to ſeeme to 
be more holy then they be: but if yoe mean 
mother way (as I thinke ye do) thatibecauſe 
men are ſinfull by nature, why ſhould the 
ſeeke for to be better, then doe ye ſpeae e- 
ry wickedly. For God calleth men. to tepen: 
tance, to turne from their euill wayas: God 
guiderh his ſeruames at al times vithhioſpi- 
rite, therefore b. Paule ſaith Rom, 8g ¶ here is 
no condemnation.nowe to thoſe v hich are 
2 — leſus, 'which walke not after the 
but after the ſpirite. And againe ini the 
ſume chapter, as many as are led by the ſpi- 
rite of God, are the ſonnes ot God. He ſaith 
that if we live after the fleſh; we hall dye in 
other places he doth ſhewe, which: are the 
works of theſpirite;& which are the workes 
of the fleſne : And you like blaſphemous 
vretches allow thoſe which walke after the 
fleſh, and condemne thoſe which are led by 
the ſpirit. 
Ath. Are none indued with Gods 
Spirite, bat ſuche as runne to heare pꝛea⸗ 


ching: 
Zelet.. Wholocuer hath the ſpirite 
D4 of 


peru 
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of GOD, cannot but delight in the worde 
otGodwhich the ſame ſpirit hath vreered: 


Ahe Lotde ſaith he which is of God, heareth 
. Gods words: The happie man is he (as we 
' hauc in che i. Pſalm) which hath his delight 


inthe law of the Lord, and which doth me- 
dichte in the ſame 4 and night. We haus 
in che Pialm. 1 ĩ 2 Rleſſed is the man v hiche 
ſeareth che Lorde he hath greate delight i in 
his commaundements. 

Mortouer, the ſpirite of GOD doth not 


guyde men without the worde. And there- 


fre it is ſayde alm. i 19. Thy word is a lan- 
26rne vnto my ſeete, and 2 light vnto my 
pithes. S. Pet. ſaith, 1. Epiſt. I. Hee hath 


11 begotten us againe not of mortal but of im- 


motral ſeed, which hee affirmeth to be the 
worde of God that indureth for euer. Like- 
wiſeS.lames ſayth cap. i. of his one good 
wil begat he vs, by the word of truth. Seeyng 
therfore that the holy Ghoſt doeth get men 
by the word, it followeth that al thoſe which 
fet light by the worde, are led, not with the 
ſpirite of God , but withthe ſpirite of the 
Diuell, I might alleadge a number of Teſti- 
monies of Scriprute to ptoue that ſuche as 
you which make ſo ſmal accompt ot the ſas 
een Aud, as chete bee 9 
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yea the greateſt number tuch doe not ſet 
ſo much by it as they doe by an olde ſhoe, 
ate deſpicers of God, woorle then bruite 
beaſtes. ä 
Ath. Cannot men be lead by Gods ſpi⸗ 
rite and ſerue God, bnleſſe they knowe the 
fcriptares : GO D fo2bivde that all thoſs 
ſhoulde ber away which are not learned: is it 
not ynongh foz plaine countrie men, plows 
men, taplours, and ſuche other, foz to haus 
their ten commannvementes , the Loves 
p2ayer,. and the beltefe : A thinke thels 
may luffite vs; what ſhoulde wee mevvle 
kurther : I know men which are no ſcrip⸗ 
ture men whichs ſerue GOD as well as 
the beſt of them all. Mill pee coademns 


Zelot. I ſayde before that men cannot 
be lead by Gods ſpirite, and refuſe to know 
the Scriptures : Neyther can they truely 
ſetue him vntil ſuch time as they know how 
for to ſcrue him: for God teacheth how he 
wil bos ſerued, and hee teacherh only iu his 
word: His wil is that we fhal learne to know 
him by his word: And therefore he hath ap- 
pointed the Minittry of the worde to comi- 
nue for euer in his Churche, that by it men 
may be buylt pm Chriſt, as yce 1 
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2 7m 42 Ephe:4. For this cauſe S. Paule exhorteth 


Iimothy to be inſtant in teaching in ſeaſon 
out of ſeaſon: hetrauelledhimleife night 
and day, he maketh a very feruent prayer to 
GOD comimually for the Colloſſians, that 
they mightibe fulfilled withthe knowledge 

uf his will, in alt wiſedomeand ſpirituall vii 
denſtanding. Colloſ. ver. ꝙ. For thisraule-he 
exborteth. the Qhriſtians to bee children in 
malice, but not to be children in vnderſtan · 
ding. The holy Ghoſt doth Sarply reproue 
ebrewesas we may ſee, in the later end 
5. chap.of that Epiſtle; becauſe they 
children to be taught, y hen for the 
time they ſhould haue byn teachers. Againe 
there is a natable ſentente inthe beginning 
of the ſecond chap. of the Prouerbs, where 
a man mayplaincly prooue, that none can 
com to the feare of God ; but ſuche as doe 
endeuour bor to knowe God, The 
woordes be theſe. My ſonne if thou receiue 
my words, and hide my commaundements 
withithee, to incline-thine cares to wiſe- 
dome, and to bow. thy heart to vnderſtan- 
ding i if thou call for vnderſtanding, and 
nter thy voyce for knowledge : if thou ſeeke 
her as ſũuet, and digge for her as for hidde 
treaſures : Then fhale — 


* 
* w 
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ſeate of the Lord and find the — of 
God. If a man doe not teceiue the word and 
commandements of & O D vttered by his 
Miniſtets, it hee doe not keepe and lay them 
vp, if he doe not cty and call vpon God for 
vnderſtanding. if hee doe nat incline his 
gates and bend his heat thereto .,. af hodoꝶ 
not ſcat che and digge after ber as men doe 
for treaſures: he ſhall bat come ta the know - 
3. L 0: I 1% YH 311 of l be 

-Ath. — — thels things 

ich vou ſpenke oll. o , » 
* All men which will pleaſe God 
niuſhcometwtarre,tharabeypan (ay with 
the Prophet avid in che TI me, I 
haue hiddeuthyotde in auyheatt, bat I 
might not ſinte againſt thee: Ao 40 tha 
ſame place wh&hebathasked th queſtios. 
Wherwithall; 4ycang man cleanſe his 


| - wayes,beaunbyearcth;bytabingheed thee: 


40 achordimꝑ in; thy whorde; herby it is 
moſt. cuident, that alt tote are vpe in 
sheirgvayes, and ſn ne grichouſſ agaynſt 
G OD, which haue not layd vp his word in 
their heastes, not clednſed. thar wayes by 
che ame. CL * 
nk I woug dzb l g : vr eB 
k 


Bur let vs come to ſome other of your ſay- 
ings,whichT am grieued for to heare. 

Ath, - Ver niede not to beegreened,foz J 
doe not hurt ver. 
: Zelor. I cannot but bee greeued to ſee 
your groſſe and palpaple blindneſſe: and I 
am the more grieued when Iremember that 
many which are otherwiſe very wiſe men vſe 
much your doltiſlvſayinges, and thinke they 
ſpeake very wiſely. They lay what ſhould vn- 
learned men meddle further then to ſaye 
their ten commundements, the Lords pray- 
er, and the Articles of the faich. And you are 
ofrhe ſame ininde. UML; 

Ach. A traſt to doe as wol with theſe, 
as other with all their learming. 
lt. Doe yes thinbe chat yee ſhal doe 
well euen becauſe ye can 9 
yee doe not vndetſtand thein. * 
Ath. Kay if a min ay them, and doe 
noz vnderſtand them. be is little the better 
I knob not why J ſhould not vnderſtande 
them, ſo long as G W hath giuen mer my 
— 0 mp Jam ny childe, noz Jam ns 


Tolar. Indoede he that hath one ha 
vit. is no foole, much leſſe are you which 


kaucfiue ; + yournſtncedes know all and 
more, 
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more. For I thinłe yee weane; that yee are 
able by reaſon to vnderſtand thoſe thinges. 

Ath. I truſt J vnderſtand by that ceas 
ſon which God bath given me. ſo much as is 
ſuſficient: can tell when J doe well, and J 
can tell when A doe ewll, 

Zelot. I perceiue you are a Free will m4, 
one of thoſe which thinke by naturall en- 
derſtanding too conceiue the myſteries of 
God : And yre doe in deede vnderſtand ſo 
much as is ſufficient nat fot to ſaue yee, but 
as S. Paule ſayth Rom 1to make yee with. 
out excuſe:& ſa to condemne ye. Yon know 
ſome ſinnes : and likewiſe yee can tell ſome 
things which are good, but yee can neuer 
tell any thing which yee haue done that js 

d ä | 


ood, 
e Ath. A truſt G O D will beomsze 
faucurable then pou are: and thet her 
— parg-x. J hans 


Zelot. A verie little boxe I warrant you 
will holde all your deedes, it yee haueno 
moe olde deedes then yee haue good 
deedes, vn u 

Ath. Are not theſe good dirbes, when u 
man doth gine to the pooze, ana is rtadys tv 
dos his neighbonr a gas turne? ohena man 

doeth 


voth lius houritix ſerue God, andfhinke no 
man anp harmo. _— ? 07 90 G | 
Aut. Now yeſpeake of colt: how ye are 
hit into your right vaine'agaifieeuen where 
yo would be, to boaſt of choſe things which 
ye haue not: for none of allthaſe ox ſuch like 
are good in you, becauſe they doe not pro- 
ccede of faith: for S Paul ſaith Nom, 14. ver. 
23. Whatſoeuer is not of faith is ſinne. 
Ath. Nowe tan ve pꝛuue that mine are 
not of fayth?- FRURET 
-!:Zelor... Falch is by hearing, and hearing 
by the word. Nom. 10: 17. where a man de- 
ſpiſeth the word, there can be no fayth: be. 
cauſe faith is grounded vpon the word, and 
doth not beleeue things contrary vnto the 
word. Moreouer, they bee not your fine 
ws; (as ybu terme them) which can make 
ye able for to vnderſtande the myſteries of 
Gods word. Fot they cannot be vnderſtood 
as S. Paule teacheth, 1. Corinth. 2. 11. Vuleſſe 
Gad reneate them hy his ſpirite: for euen 
the wicked which ſeeme to know e them, do 
hot know thẽ aright. But ſet vs come for to 
ſee how well ye do vnderſtand the x. cõman- 
e not loo le to come to hea · 
uen Hong of tho .. n. e 
r Ach. J doe them as nigh as God — 
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gine me grace, J truſt God wilbnot.reqwiry 
moze at my hands thẽ I am able fo2 to vo: A 
am as he made me, if he had made niere udle 
foz to do hotter. A ſhould doe moꝛe. 

Zelot. Now ye are in a deepe peeceot 
diuinitie:ye thinke this is ſo equall which ye 
vtter now, that all the Doctors in the world 
are not able for to conttoull ye. Ve ſay ye do 
what ye can, more God cannot require at 
your handes : you meane as ifone ſhoulde 
make this compariſon : a father eanne te- 
quire nomore of his child then his ſtrength 
wil ſerue, a prince can command his ſubiect 
no imposſible thing: if a father ſhould whip 
his child for not doing that which he is not 
able, it were cruelty : it a prince ſhoulde put 
a ſubiect to death for not doing his cõman. 
demeẽt in a matter vnposſible t were tyran. 
nytthe father will ay, My child did his good 
will. I can asłe no momiſſhe prince wilt ſay 
he hath done that which a man might, und 
further: Ican not require. Likewiſe you 
thinke G O D ſhoulde deale ſirsphfly 
with ye, if he ſnould condemne ye for brea- 
king the Laut, v hiche yer are not abi to 
obſerue: and ihat he cannot lobe fo Dora 
at your handes ten- her har made ee 
93S 6H 6 «5610003 Ile ui oil: (35 ule 
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able to performe. 

Ath. I meane ſo inderde, fleth is fraile, 
we can not doe all things. 
E Zelot. I pray yee tell mee, do yee thinke 
any ſhall goe to hell and be damned? 

Ath. The Scripture ſapth there ſhall, 
doth it not? 

Zelet. "Wherefore doe yee thinke they 
ſhalbe damned? | 
Ath. Foz bzeaking Gods commaun- 
= Are they able for to bee 

Zelot. able to 
them? 4 
Ath. No man is able foz to keepe 


them. | 
Zelot. Shall they then bee damned for 
euer in hell fire, for breaking thoſe Lawes 
' Which they vere not able to keepe? _ + -: 
Ath, Not if they had done their good 
_ Foz then they conlds not ber bla- 


Zelot. Howe the Diuell hath muffled 
you to keepe yee from ſceyng the daun- 
— wear yoom which yee are int 

yee neuer heard that which G'O D 
ſayth by Moſes, which S. Paule cyteth in tho 
3-chep. to the Galath, Curſed is euery one 
which abydeth not in all thinges which are 

Wilt- 
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ten in the booke of the law for to do them: 
by which yee may ſee that G O D with his 
ownemouth doth lay his curſe, which is 
damnation yppon euery one which doeth 
breake neuer ſo little of the lawe. 

Ath. GO D ismercifull, hee is not 
ſo ſeuere as you woulde make him foz ta 


bee. 
Zelot. Doe yee not thinke that he is 
inſt and a true God: 


Ath. A muſt needes thinke ſo. ch 
Zelot Do yethinke that when he hath 
vttered his iuſtice, that hee can by his mercy 
go from it, and fo befounde vntrue ? Nay 
there be many of yee which in all things cry 
God is mercifull, God is mercifull, which 
neuer conſider with what conditions God 
-hath prottiifed mercy, neither howe it may 
ſtand with his iuſtice and trueth : yeethinke 
-Godoffereth mercy withour exception. 
Ath. If God be not mercifull, we are 
but in euill caſe, | 
Tielot:¶ He is a moſt merciful and grati- 
ous God; but yet not vnto any, but ſuch as 
he hath promiſed mercy. How many thou- 
fands there be,; which-are caried headtong 
to hell wich this error,. which not kno 
"the luflgcand truth of G OD. doe bleſſe 
E them - 
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them lelues where God hath aceurſed ths, 
For theſe thinges which you haue gow vtte· 
red, ate euen of the principal r which 
Satan doth ſeduce men-withall,& holde thẽ 
from the truth. They thinke thus, Ido what 
XEcan, God hath made me able to doe no 
better, godis mergiful,they know notthis, 
that God made vsable in our firſt creation 
to keepe and obey his will wholly,and that 
although we can now keep no part of it, yet 
he may iuſtly accurſe & condemne ys vnto 
eternal ſire, for transgreſſing any part of ir; 

are not as he made yee,and therefore ye 
— — your ſelfe when yee thinke that hee 
requireth no more at your hands, then yee 

a are nowe able for to doe. Yee deceyue 

ed <5 »of your ſelſe, when yeethigke that God can 

- 1670 be mercifull vatoyee and yauliue without 

12 Mepentance. 

f NO . Ath. You would male amandilpayze, 

| if ver would put him out of hope in the mer- 
cie of God, 

.'+. Zeter I wouldenot bripgyce out of 
hope in the mercy of GOD, but I woulde 
bring yee out of your vayne hope, which.js 

not that which vill ſaue yee, burdoth hare 
80 aud no eden 

7— „Ach. How 
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--Ath! Howe can a mans;hopeandfapth! 
damnation. : owe a daxts there ſis na⸗ 
thing among many: of-yee but damnation, 
damuation. It is wel that God hath not gi⸗ 
uen pou polver (02 tu candemne men. 
Zela. it were a true fayth, it muſt, 
needes ſaue them, but being a faith v hich ig, 
blynde;it blxodeth thoſewhich haue it, and 
hardneth them in their ſinnes, and-keepeth, 
them tom the ſeeking aſter the ænowledge 
of Gods will, and ſtayeth them from tetur- 
ning home vnto God by true repentaunce,, 
becauſe it breadeth this in the hearts. qf me, 
to thinke and to ſay, we are wel ynough;wee, 
truſt in Gods mercy, wee belceue as well ag 
the: heſt of them all: v hen as if theꝝ were 
ridde out of this notable ſnate of che Divet 5 
and brought for to ſee the wrathof CD 
bent againſt them, they would then be glad 
with feare and trembling tofecke after the 
Lorde in his worde, and to heę afrayde to 
committe thoſe thinges which might di- 
pleaſe. him. Where as nue à man 
may erye vntill hee rende his thoate a» 
geynſt theit contempt of the Lordes ward, 
and agaynſil· theit fo = ſiages , op 
anno : wort: ur 
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The Countric diuinitie. 
hee can mooue them at all. : and why be- 


citale the Diuel hath gotten the within this 
fortrefſe;God is mercitull, God is mercitul. 


And for your other fooliſh words, that there 
is nowe nothing but damnation damnatiõ: 
Doe ye thinke that men are euer the ſooner. 
caſt into damation becauſe they are tolde 
of the great daunger thereof. 
- Ath,- J pꝛap pee let mee ſee what god 
can come thereof. 
Zelot. If I ſhoulde meete ye by the way 
and perceiue that yee were goyng into the 
way where ye ſhould lyght among theeues, 
which would murther ye: which were moſt 
profitable for you, if I ſhould tell ye, thus, ye 
be well, ye be wel, or to ſhew ye that ye be in 
daunger of your life, if ye paſſe that way? 
_ Ach. That were a wicked part foz fo 


let a man goe where her ſhoulde loſe his liſe 


and not foz to tell him. 8 

Zelot. Wherefore doe yee not ſee then 
that thoſe which do ſhew ye the daunger of 
damnation doe it for your profit, as wel ay 
they which teach yec to auoyde ſome out- 
ward dãger, If a man tell yee thus, goe not 
that way, ye will be robbed, ye wil he killed; 
doth it follow that he will e ot kill yer 
becauſe ye ſay, men now vttet 9 


| 


| 
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and that it is well they have nat power to 
condemne men. And know this for certein- 
ty ,thatifGod in his worde doth threaten 
damnation, & the Preacher doe not thew it 
to the people, and teach them how to auoid 
the ſame, their blood ſhalbe required at his 
hand. But let vs come backe agayne to the 
former matter to ſee how well ye vnderſtãd 
your x, commaundements. I would know 
this ofyce,whether it bee good for men to 
knowe the lawe, ſeeyng it doth nothing but 
curſe & condemne vs: if there were no law, 
there could be no ſinne. I ſpeake both of the 
law of nature, aud of the lau written, and if 
there vere no ſinne, thete could be no con. 
demnation: Far this cauſe the law is called 
the myniſtry of death and condem nation, & 
iras called the letter which killeth, 2. Cor. 3. 6 
Seing it doth worke all this, u hat profit can 
it bring fort to knowe ir, or why ſhould it be 
preached ? | | 

Ath. I.p:app&tell me you, fo2 J am 
bnlearned,andpou are learned. If it bee as 
you ſay, I thinke it were god not to pꝛeache 
it? if it doe tondemne vs. 

Zelot What a ſhame is it that a man of 
your age ſhould haue ſo litle skill, as not to 
know to what purpoſe the lau ſerueth It is a 

E 3 token 
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token ye yhdecitand yoar x. commaunde. 
ments well. I wili tell ye, when a man know - 
eth the law; it doth bring him to ſe that he 
is altogether cotrupted with ſinne, both in 
body and ſoule,that he is vader Gods fea- 
uie indignationandcurfe; and that m him · 
ſelſe chere is no helpe at all, it caſteth him 
into feare and torrot of Gods iudgementes, 
and ſo itiforceth him to ſecke for remedy in 
Chriſt. Whom before he did not greatly 
ſeek after. Fot looke how a man which doth 
not thinke himſelfe ficke not in daunger 
of ſiclmſſt cacerh not fox a Phiſition: ſo ha 
which dothnor.kdow his damnable eſtate 
byche laue, cateth not fox Chriſt: This is 
anti cauſe vy Chriſt ſaith : The whole need 
not the Phifition, but the ſicke „ Icame not 


tocall thetighteous, but ſinnets :torepens 


taunce. There fare to ſuch as haue wounded 
rouſciences. the Goſpel is ute and com · 
fortable ; and Chriſt in the later end of tho 
eleue mch chapter of & Mathew, calleth fuch 
vnto hirn, ſaving: Come vnto at ye which 
traue llxnd be brauic locdun ; aud I vill re- 
freſh ye. But ſuch as haue nuferlimꝑ of theit 
med, or which are blitdedaud / hardened, 
de ſhalb perteiueſmal ioy & Weight in them 
ä 
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ther be at Bearebayting. | 

Ath. Pe ſap well, would J could re⸗ 
member pour woꝛdes. 

Zelot. There be many which will ſeeme 
to be deſirous for toleathezbut a man ſhall 
ſee, they continue euen as careleſſe as be- 
fore: Bat᷑ Ii goe on with this matter. Ihe 
Sctipture ſaieth chat a ſoroufull ſpirite is a 
ferifice to God: & that God doth not de- 
ſpiſe the heimble and contrite heart : But 
men are aſtayd to be brought to the Kriow- 
ledge and feeling of theit finnes for ſeare 
as they (ay; Itaſt they ſhoulde be driven into 
diſpayre:asthongh thatwere a ſafe protes 
ction for them for a time to be in a ſen ſleſſe 
ſecuritie : & as though they were in the ber- 
ter cale;'' becauſe they make no conſciente 
oftheirſiones, Wheras indeed thoſe v hieli 
are pricked and wounded with their ſinnes, 
are in the way to ne whe the other 
are farre off, 

Arh;'' - could like your woꝛds the bet⸗ 
ter. but that ye would haue men not to fruff 
to their falth nis ir not god to belteue wele 

Zelot There is nothing good in 
men, vnleſſe they beleeve well: and we 
cannot truſt tùo much vnto faith :( but 
you dot not 3 fach is, Tel 

4 me 
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mee this, doth faith beleeue according as 
God ſetteth downe , and ſpeaketh in his 
worde, or doth it belecue contrary. to that 
which God vttereth ? 

Ath. It doth not belerue contrary to 
that which God vttereth, g. 

Zelot. Let vs ſee then, when God ſet- 
teth dow ne & ſhe eth which are the works 
of the fleſh, and threatneth damnation vnto 
all thoſe which walke in them: when God 
ſetteth Uown that the deſpiſers of his word 
ſhalbe condemned: and yet men which are 
defiled with the filthineſſe of the fleſhe; and 
walke after thcir.corrupt luſtes doe boldely 
bragge that they beleeue to be ſaued: & ſet· 
ting naught by Gods worde, ſay they truſt 
in God : is this fayth 2-God affirmeth one 
thing, and yet they heleue the contrary:but 
{ee the blindneſſe of men now adayes, vhen 
they heare vayne and brutiſhe men boaltof 
their faith, yee doe well ſay they, to haue 2 
good beliefe, when as in deedit is no more 
but a proud preſumption, v here with God 
is highly diſpleſed, becauſe by it they would 
make him a Lyar. When the ſonne of man 
commeth, ſhall he find faith in earthꝰ If this 
be fayth, he ſhall find great plenty of it eue- 
ry where : For the Idolater, the ſwearer. the 
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drunkard,the proud. the Adulterer, are as 
fullt faith as they can be thruſt. For euerye 
ono of theſe doth bragge that hee hath as 
good a faith to god, as he which is the moſt 
holy of all. 
Ath. Theſe map repent and be ſaued, 
82 cls God ſoꝛbid 
Zelot. Idoe not ſpeake what Godi is a- 
ple to do in calling as he doth cal ſome ſuch 
vnto tepẽtance: but what they haue in them 
preſently. But I will ſee a little further howe 
great skil ye haue in the law of god. becauſe 
ye need ſo litle preaching. What ſay ye vnro 
the ſeconde commaundement is it law full 
for a man to voorſhip idols ? 

Ath. I thanke God J doe not wozthip 
any,fo2 that is flatly fozbidden.- 

Telot. Wharſpy yee for the making of 
any image or pictute of God, doyee thinke 
that is amiſle ? 

-Ath. Foz making it is no matter, ſo that 
a man haue no confidence in them. 

Teiot. How doe yee then vnderſtande 
the words of the commaundement whiche 
{ay,Thou ſhalt not make cothy elf any tra- 
nen — Sc: 

he meoneththat wee ſhoulonot 
=> any grauen Image ts the intent to 
wozlhip 


x 
— 
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*woxſhip it. a 
Zelot That is your ou ne addition for 
there is no ſuch exception expreſſed; ney- 
ther can the order of rhe commaundechent 
beare it: for he doth not ſay, Thou ſhalt not 
male to the intẽt to w otſhip, but thou ſhale 
2 r make nor woorſhip., 2 

the vr? pte take it To, then why are 
ters allowed to make anye picture; 
how 1s\t-lawfull to haue the image of the 
ines in Ceyne!? 
Zul. Iwilſhew yee your errour, you 
dod not vuderſtande that the law was deui- 
ded into two Tables, & that in the firſt Ta- 
ble, which hark-4. commaunde ments, there 
iu nochüig cornmaunded or forbidden, but 
that which roſpectech immedliatly the wor- 
hip and honout of GOD Ae medleth not 
with any cinill or pollitike matter: he dot 
abſolutely forbid to make as I may terme it 
amydiuint unage, any ſimilitude for to te- 
preſent Gudꝭ ot to be lik him: becauſe us 
the ſcripture ſnewerh, there can no likerieſſe 
or ſimilitudu be made of GOD. For heo is 
.. aſpirice of þloty,intinico, incomprehenſible 
which dwelleth in light, which none can 
come vnto: and therfote a may read inthe 
e Ra cap. i. How horrible a ſinne 
it 
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it was to ſet vp any image or likenes of god: 
therfore the pictures of the trinitie and ſuch 
like are very abhominable, But to let this 
paſſe, u hat Lay yee for the woorſhipping of 
them:whether is it idolatry,or not, if a man 
meane to. worſhip God by the image, and 
not che image it ſelfe: 

Ath. Bow can that be idolatry. when a man 

dalh woꝛ ſhup none but GDD,hee knoweth 

that the image cannot helpe him, 1 

Zalot. Ihen your meaning is that, 

vnleſſea man doe eyther worſhippethe ve- 

ty image it ſeife . ox elſe ſome falſe God i in 
1 my that it is no idolatry? 

; Ae no reaſdn” to the con- 
_ _ ]thanke GDD z neuer was 
ſo ſwliſh as to take a bloche a ſtone lo to 
be. Gd. 

Zelot. Thenyee'thinke your ſelf deer 
zn thiscommaundement yec were neuer a- 
ny idolaterꝝ ye neuer knceled orprayed vn- 
to any idollz⸗i 58 
>i2Sth. Ihahe kneeled befo;c them, and 
Maped beſoze them, but I ntuer teoke them 
to be Gad. neither did J pꝛap int any, ſane 
bnto the Lom God. 3 truſt God wul neut 
Gargone — % An 
2 nil. 420 Les Al 
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- Zelot. All you Atheiſts which haue no 
knowledgeotGod , arectamed as full of 
popiſh droſſe 4s yer can hold, ſauing that ye 
will notabideby it, but goe with the lawes 
ot Princes, afray d to loſe the world, becauſe 
pebaue made the world your God, 

Ath. Jdefie poper pe as muche as the 
belt of pee all. 

Zelot. Euen ds much as ye defic the Di- 
— ye ſetue dayly. For ye vie popith 
roaſbnato excuſe your falling from God by 
Idolatry, and v hereby a man may eaſily ſee 
that you are — vnto it agayne if time 
ſerued. JDT 

Ath. Aſæ 1 mu let wk alone fo indgs 
what per luſt. 

Zelot. Nay ye vic the very popiſh rea- 
ſons : wherby they would proue when wee 
charge them with the breach of this com- 
mwndement, that they doe not committe 
idolatry: for ſay they, when the ſcripture 
doth condemne that ſinne, it is meant of 
ſuch as worihipfayned Gods, as the heathẽ 
men did, or ſuch as doe woorſhip the image 
irſelfe, aud take it for to be God. But Iwill 
deale with yzby Gods word. What doe ye 
ſuppoſe of the children of Iſrael; when they 
came to Aaron , to haue him make — 
G 
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Gods to goe before them, when Moſes ta- 
ried ſo long in the mount: did they commit 
this great ſinne of idolatrieꝰ 

Ath. "They did commit idolatrie, and 
the booke ſapth they were deſtroyed, a great 
number ol them. 

Zelor. Whatꝰ was their intent, to woor- 
ſnip any beſides the true God e 

Ath. That it was. ſoʒ they deſired Aa- 
ron foꝛ to make them Gods. 

zelot. What thinłe ye they tooke Aut 
for to be, a mas, or aGod?. 
" Ath. That is a queſl ion in deede dow 
could they thinke him to be a God: 

Zelot. Did they thinke that Aaron 
beyng but a man had Power fot to make a 
God? 

Ath. If they thought ſo, they were but 
foles. 


Zelot. And if you thitike they e 
ſo yee ſhall prooue no greatwiſe man. For 
which way can a man perſwade any, that a 
mã can make a God? Or could they become 
more brutiſhe then a Calfe, for to belecue 
that the earerings of golde turned into the 
— — a = nowe become 

? Nomy' el x vety playne 4 
ey meat no more but animageof* God, 
an 
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and that whichſhoulderepreſent God, and 
put them in mind ot him: ye miſt not think 
they were ſo focliſh, although they were ve-. 
ry fooliſhe as the holy Ghoſkitione. Palme 
chargeth them, that they turned their gloryy 
into the ſimilitude of a Calfe which careth; 
hay. This then is playne ynough, thatthey, 
meant not for to worſhip the golden calfe it 
ſelſe, but god in the calfe.Ler vs fee then, did 
they meane for toworſhip any other by the: 
calfe, beſides the true God: 

Ath. It ſœmeth they did, d els why ſhuld 
they ſay gods, foꝛ there is but one Gov. © * 

Zelot. Now ye are light vpon a very pore 
ſhift; for we may as well ſay, This is thy God 
O.1ſrael,or make vs a God to goe before vs. 
For the ſcripture it ſelfe, in the Hebrewe 
tongue, alt hough it teache that there ſs but 
one God, yet ſpeaketh of him in the pluralh 
number, and ſaith gods, fot excellencic or 
dignities ſake, as wee ſee Princes here in thꝭ 
world, when any ot them ſpeaketh, he doeth 
not ſay, I, but wee, not my petſonchut o] 
perſon. For the Phraſe of theſcriptute L 
might alleadge diuers places, but you cane 
not vnderſtand, but in your owne tongue 
nevertheleſſe I will cite one it is in the Plah 
Eohim Shophetim Hu : God isthe oh 
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but the words are, Gods he is iudges. 
Ach. Can vaupꝛooue that theꝝ meant 
tamoꝛſhip nane hut the true Gs 
Zelot. It is eaſie to be proued, both by 
the woordes of people them ſelues, when 
they ſay, theſe be thy Gods O Iſtael which 
brought thee aut of the land of Egypr:they 
meant not tochange their G O D which 
brought them out from Pharao, and ledde 
them through the red Sea,: neither did they 
chiuke that the Calf whiche Aaron had 
made, was he which deuided the Sea, und 
drowned Phataa, with his Oſt a but they 
tooke it for an image of that Gd, and not 
of any feyned God, & alſo by the wordes 
of Aaron, when he ſayeth , Too motrowe 
ſhalbe a feaſtto Ichouah , which name wag 
"meyer giuen to any, but to the God of hea- 
ven, at the leaſt in thoſe dayes, the God ot 
Iſrael had that name peculiar vnto himſelf 
Thẽ ye may ſoe, they worſhipped not tne 1. 
dol it ſeife, but God in the Aol, they meant 
not to worſhip any falſe god. but the god of 
theauen, which had deliuered them, and yet 
they did commit foule Idolatrie & fell froni 
Soda ſomucktbæe God was:exceedin 
wrath. with hem. Likewiſe in popery ye ſ 
rem Cod hen ye . 2 
"82 | Ath. J 
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" Ath, J hope not, becauſe J did not as 
cher did , they put adenotion, in it, J 
REC EIS 60g 
Zelot. Then your meaning is, that you 
kept your hearte and conſcience to God, 
and went with your body but for faſhion. 
Ath, So long as Jdivkepe my tonſci⸗ 
ence and heart to God, à truſt J did well e⸗ 
nough« 

Zelot. Then you thinke God requireth 
not to be woorſhipped but with your ſouls, 
and that you may ſerue the Diuel with your 
body. Ve thinke alſo that G O D doth not 
requyre the outwarde confesfion of the 
_ although it ſhould be wich loſſe of 


Ath, Yer doe not heare mer ſaye, that 
wee may wozſhippe the Dinell with our 


Zelot. You mightheareyour ſelffay ſo, 
but that ye ſay ye know not what: for here- 
in ye are ignorant, that the worſhippe df i- 
mages is the woorſhippe of Diuels. But T 
knowe there be many trimme wiſe heades, 
which excuſe the mattet & elecre thẽſelues 
this way, that they make'no deuotion of the 
image, or any other thing in the ſcruice — 

| 
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che Pope, their conſcience is free to God 
they ſerue and feare him, what doth it hurt 
them;although they come outwardly with 
their body, vnto the other: hat ſhould th 
in danger thẽſelues in ſo ſmall a matter. Bue 
vill ye me what ] can ſay out of gods 
word againſt you and ſuch fellowes ? 22 
Ath. J will heare pe gladly. A am nat 
ſo wilfull;as not to heare. ; 122320} 
Zelot. There were amongſt the Cori 
thians, divers Chriſtias which were perſws- 
ded thut it was a matter indifferent to 
to che Idole temple, and there to ſit at the 
feaſt with the Infidels, which they made in 
honom of the Idole, & to care of the has 
which had beene ſlayne in ſacrifice yntothe 
Idole. They excuſed the fact ini this wiſe, chat 
they had knowledge, they vnderſtoode well 
that the Idole was not God, they went not 
of any deuotion at all as touching the wo- 
hip and ſeruice which the heathen men did 
vſe, but for friendſhip and neighbourbood 
fake, they woulde not refuſe to eate with 
ſuche as · were their kinsfolkes or acquain- 
tance! nowe although Paule doth mildly 
deale with them and anſwereth the ir rea. 
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Ietting before them the tetrible example of 
Gads vtath. vpon Idolaters, and ſheweth 
zplainely, that they: were partakers ofthe ta- 
F of diuels, &that they dranke of the cup 
2ofdeuils,howſocuct they thought they kept 
themſelues, 8 their cõſciẽces tree & vnpol- 
luted. Euen ſo 1 conclude, that theſe world- 
tings which vſe this hift, howe licle deuotiõ 
ſoeuer they haue, y et they haue not leſſe the 
tlie Corinttilans had in the Idole feaſt, ther · 
Gre, hen 8. Paul affirmeth, that they com- 
-mitted idolatric, it muſt needes ſollo that 
:theſe do much more. . 
11 Athy Mell, if the matter be ſo hearde, 
hat it bee an offence , J truſt God will foz- 
3 A207 HAAS aa 
; @xloi. I is your manner although a ſinne 
beneuer ſo fowle yet to make ſmal account 
ofit. but like a dogge, that is wounded, yee 
thinke yee can by this meanes-licks your 
Jelues-whole, if ye can but ſay, I hope God 
will forgineys. ; 
Ath. If you ſa true, then al our fozefas 
Lhers ſhould be condemned, becauſe they did 
Wozlhip images. I doubt not but God was 
as mercifull vnto them, as he is bnto men 
now, I thinke they pleaſed God hatter then 
twgdas nahe; let not vs anve ſo muche tn 
8 yet 


FP 


| 


The Countrie diuinitie; 42 
dur owne light. | 
Zelot. It is a maruellous thing for to 
ſee, howe the diuel doth dazle mens eyes, & 
how he doth bewitch them: theſe thinges 
which you vtter, and ſuch like, are euen like 
a vayle before your eyes, ſo that yee are not 
able for to haue any ſight into Gods word, 
How groſſe and doltiſhe ſo euer the matter 
be, if yee can ſay thus, our forefathers did it, 
will ye condemae thẽ, then al is ſafe enough 
But ſee how ye are ouerſeene, all qur foreta- 
thers did not fal from God by idolatrie,for 
euen in the pride of the reigne of Antichriſt, 
there were ſome ſtood vp againſt him, in di- 
uers countreys. There were alwayes ſome 
whogodlightened to ſee the abhominatios 
of the ma of fin, & ſo to tepẽt & take hold of 
Chriſt:& god who is alwaies like himſelf, re- 
ceiued thẽ ta mercy, And doubtleſſe God is 
more now diſpleaſed with ſuch as doe now 
wilfplly kicke & ſputne againſt the truth, & 
ſee ke for to quench the glorious light of the 
goſpel, then he vas with th, from v hõ the 
worde of God was takes away, and beeing 
blind, they were made for to belecue cuerie 
lie, and therefore nowe when G OD offe- 


| reth his grace, andſceketh by his worde ta 


expel that groſſe darkenes it were good for 
ſuche as you, not to ſtandeinyour owne 


F2 lebe 


The Countrie diuinitie. 
ght, and obſtinately to refuſe the knows 
ledge of GOD. Our forefathers had that 
plague came vpon them which S. Paul 
did fotetell, 2. Iheſ.2. Namely, that there 
fhoulde bee a falling away, that Antichriſte 
ſhoulde deceiue the world, and bring them 
ro damnation : for God (he ſaith ) ſhoulde 
ſed them ſtrong deluſion euẽ for to belecue 
lies, betauſe they receined not the loue of 
the truth. that they might be ſaued - & now 
whe God offereth his word againe, men do 
not ĩoyfully and thanłefully embrace it, & 
therefore God doth ſende them ſhepheards 
euen aftet᷑ their hearts defire: not to feede 
them (for they cannot) but to fleeſe them 
for that they can skill ot : not to be ſalt for 
to ſeaſon them, but to be euen lyke dungge 
caſt vpon them fot to corrupt them, not to 
iue them light, ſeeing thẽſelues are blinde. 
e greateſt gqumber ofye are as farre from 
God, as they were euen in the blyndeſt time 
of Poperie, and that is confelled by your 
owne mouth. when ye ſay ye would followe 
our forefathers ; For yee meane not thoſe 
Forefathers which did knowe and worſhip 
God arighr, but thoſe which were ſeduced, 
and ell from him by Idolatry. I am verye 
loch for toqueſtion with yee any further _ 
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the commaundements yee are ſo exceeding 
blynd in them. For I know that in our land, 
let al the people be numbred, and five parts 
of yee doe vnderſtand ſo much in the com- 
maundements, Lord: ptayer, & Articles of 
the faith, that it were a greate ſhame for a 

ly man to haue a childe of x. yeetes old 
or to know no more. | 
Ath. How can pte tell that, A think ye 
goe beyond pour boke, haue pe poſed all? 
Zelot. I goe not ſo farre beyonde my 
booke as you thinke I doe. And although I 
haue not poſed al, yet I haue poſed ſo many 
that I knowe what the ſtate of the molt is, 
This I ſinde that in the beſt and moſt religi- 
ous townes generally the greateſt part haue 
very litle zeale. This I find, that where there 
is one of theſe townes which are forwarde, 
there be fiue which are not, becauſe they 
want teaching. This further I knowe by ex- 
perience , that thoſe which arethe willing 
ones, and as it were the daily hearers for a 
long time are very raw when they beexami- 
ned. The iudge you what is in the reſt, which 
are very ſeldome taught, or refuſe for tobe 
taught: and if this be not true; let mee looſe 
my hãd. And yet there be idle bellies whiche 
are not aſhamed with open mouth yo crye 
| F: thay 
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that leſſe preaching woulde ſerue, and that 
there is knowledge enough among the peo- 
ple:when the poore people doe not vnder- 
ſtãd ſo much as the lords praier: vnleſſe they 
would hold them ſtill in popery, they can be 
no more ignorant. 
Ath. I could like the better, if the pzeaching 
might be only vpõ the ſabboth day: but now 
they runne in the werke dayes,8 leaue their 
buſineſſe, and begger themlelues : they goe 
to other townes alſo, which is pitie that it 
is ſuffered:it is a great diſo2der, 
Zelot. He is (aid to be bleſſed, which hath his. 
— in the lau of the lord, & which doth 
rate therin day & night. I confeſſe that 
the ſabboth day is the chief time to ſeek for 
knowledge. But that man which hath ſo litle 
Joue to the word, that he cãnot beſtow one 
houre in a week for to heare it, & yet cã be» 
ſtow diuers houres in vain talking drinking 
& gaining, is but a dull ſcholler vpo the ſab · 
both day I warrãt ye it a man look wel vnto 
him, he ſhal find it hard to iudge whether he 
or the ſeat he ſate on, carried away moſt: & 
for leauing their buſives ſo far as they may 
couenietly,would ye haue the forget the pre 
ceptof our ſauiour Chriſt, firſt, ſcekthe king 
dome of god & his riqhteouſnes, & then all 
cheſe things ſhalbe caſt vpõ ye. The ſoul with 


you 
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you is leſſe to be cared for, then the body ye 
preferre this life before eternal life: & as for 
this, that m come for to be beggers by fol- 
lowing ſermons, that they ſell their kine, & 
that they are fayne to be gathered for in the 
church: ye haue a bow get ful of theſe lies, & 
ye need but euẽ a mill for to grind thẽ. They 
are taught by the word preached, to follow 
their labours painfully, and the blesſing of 
god is vpõ mes labours,which do ſeek him 
& the knowledge of his worde: & although 
it ſometime doth hinder the one houre, yet 
it ſaueth the & gaineth them many houres, 
which they were wont to beſtow vainely. 

Ath. d doe not like this ſo euill as the 
other when they runne {rd towns to towne 
lo diſo2deredly, 

Zelot. I pray yee tell mee if there wtre a 
dearth of corne, how farre would ye goe to 
fetch corne, rather then ſtarue: I beleeue as 
fatre as the ſonnes of lacob. v hen they went 
out of the land of Chanaan into Egypt. : 
Ath,J count him a fole, which wil not goe a 
—— wax oft to buy his coꝛne, rather then 


Zelat. Hee is a ſtarke foole, whiche 
will not goe a great way rather then ſtarue 
his bodye : but hee is not a foole which 
will noc once ſieppe out at his doore 

eee ee 
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ox the euexlaſting foode of his 

Ath, Thoſe are not alike , wer mult 

. nodes ſeeke foz to line. 

Zelot. No, you cannot ſee them for to 
beealike , you ſee well in thinges of this 
world, but for heauenly thinges,yee ſee no- 
thing: but to come to the matter, it is great 
pitie indeede, that there ſhoulde be ſuch diſ- 
order, as that men ſhoulde run from towne 
to tone to heare ſermons : Our Sauiour 
Chriſt pitied them when they came into the 
wilderneſſe fox to heare him, becauſe het 
ſayeth they were as ſheepe without a ſhep- 
heatd. But you and your mates are not grie- 
ued with the ſame pitie: yee are as like a ma- 
licious dogge as can be, which lyeth vppon 


the hay, and willeatenone, neither will ſuf, . 


Fer the Oxe which would. Woe bee vnto 
yee Scribes and Phariſies, yee Hypocrites, 
yee ſhut vp the kingdome of heauen before 
men, yee enter not in your ſelues, neyther 
doe ye ſuffer thoſe which would enter. Mat. 


23.14. 
Ath. You ſay they goe to ſecke fode fo2 their 
ſoules, and to learne foꝝ to knowe God ; but 
ther doe it of vayne glozy. 


Luut. There 
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Zelot. There be alwayes ſome no doubt 
which doe not ſeełe of a ſincere minde but 
of vaine glory, and doe abuſe their know - 
ledge , and are vainely puffed vp in them. 
ſelues,with an opiniõ of thoſe things which 
are not in them: but will you giue ſentence 
againſt all becauſe ſome are ſuch. Is this a 
good argument, men give almes for vaine 
glory , men come tothe Churche, and 
pray of vaine glory: Therefore almes and 
prayer are to bee lefte : for doubtleſſe 
ſome doe thoſe things for vaine gloty, euen 
as our Sauiour Chritt accuſeth the Scribes 
and Phariſies. 

Ath. But Chzilt biddeth vs doe thoſe 
things. How will yer p2zwue that we are c0- 
maunded to doe this:? 

Zelot. I knowe no place which hath in 
pl aine wordes, Goe vnto other countries 
or townes for to heare preaching, and why 
becauſe the will of God is that they ſhould 
haue preachers come home vnto them, and 
be appoynted over them for to feede them. 
] might alleadge examples of good men 
which ſought after Chriſt, whom he did not 
forbid. Doe ye thinke when the Lord com- 
maundeth vs to ſeeke him ſo earneſtly, and 
That in the myſtery of his Goſpel, that a — 
myles 
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myles ought for to ſtoppe vs. Howe farre 
thinke yee men run for a little earthly ſub- 
 Rance?How farre do they runne on heapes, 
both men & womẽ, vnto ſeaſts, maygames, 
dauncings, playes, bearebaytings and other 
ſuch vanities? 

Ath. Youth wil be doing, per mult not 
blame them, they haue time enough to bet 
holy hereafter. I haue had as great delight 
-my lelfe 02 now in thoſe things as one, but 
now A ware olde. 

Zelot. I was ſure ye woulde allow this 
kind of running fro towne to tow ne, this is 
no diſorder at all, how many are there of ye 
which crye out with open mouth, againſt 
ſuch as ſeeke after the worde, & ſeeke tor to 
trouble & puniſh them for ſo doyng, which 
once open your mouth againſt theſe foule a 
| buſes? Whereas ye ſay, youth will be doing, 
ye ſay true, & ſo wil many aged likewiſe,bur 
doch it follow therefore that they mult bee 
: ſuffered to doe the thinges which are euill, 
In that yee ſay, they haue time enough to be 
holy hereafter, therein ye ſhew yout ſelfe to 
de aright w orldling a very epicureanigno- 
a — man: for thus your worldly Epicures 

» youth will haue their race, let 
tem on „ whatſhould young men and 
maydes 
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ds do wich the ſcriptures ? cleane con- 
erary vnto that whiche God ſpeaketh by his | 
Prophet. Wherewithall ſhall ayoung man Rl 19.9 *| 
clenſe his way, cuen by raking heede there- "M 
to according to thy word $ Likewiſe by Sa- N 
lomon in the booke of Eccleſiaſtes chap.11.1. | 
Remember thy creator in the dayes of thy 
youth. But now a daies it is a principal point 
of diuinitie, that youth may walke after the 
luſts of the flzthe , ſo long vntil through cu- 
ſtome of ſinning, they are ſo beſotted and 
hardened in their wicked luſts, & their con- 
cupiſcences are grow en ſo ſtrong, that there 
cã no grace enter into them, & ſo it —.— 
tor to be with you, fot I dare w arrãt you ar 
able to tel a long tale of your youth trickes. 
Ath. Welt, Jam as J am, vou cannot 
make me better, ę J truſt pe ſhall make me 
no woꝛſe. Vt ſpeake as though none toulde 
be god but ſcripture men. 
Zelot. None can be good but ſuch as feare 
God. ſuche as ſeeke for to obey him: None 
feare god, which ſet light by his ordinances 
and calt them behynde their backes: None 
can obey G O D bur ſuche as doe ſeeke 
for to knowe and followe thoſe preceptes 
which hee vttereth in his woorde . None 
are godly, but ſuch as are clenſed, and guide 
their waycs by the worde. Hee whiche — 


[ 


The Countrie diuinitie. 
of God heareth Gods word, 

Ath, It they be ſo good andgodly, how 
commeth it to paſſe then, that there is ſo 
much debate among them : fo: J knowe 
townes my ſelfe, which are eu? deuided one 
part againft another, ſince they had a pꝛea⸗ 
cher, which were not ſo befoze. This they 
gayne, that whereas befoze they loued to⸗ 
gether , nowe there is diſſention ſowen a- 
mong them, 

Zelot. Nowe yee diſcharge your grea- 
teſt ordinance-I trow ye haue now payde it 
home: It is harde if Satan cannot with this 
engine ouerthrowe and beate downe prea- 
ching. But I pray you tell mee, can yee put 
fire and water together but they will rum- 
ble? Will yee haue light and darkneſſe for 
to agree as companions together? 

Ath, TUhatis this to the matter? 

Zelot. Woulde yee haue God and the 
Diuell agree together, woulde yee haue the 
Godlie and the wicked for to be at one?this 
ye muſt do, ye looke where the fault is to be 
layde. 

Ath. I thinke the fault muff neves be 
laydbpon the pzeaching,becauls they agre⸗ 
ed befoze that came. 


TLolet. If 
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Zelot. If their agreement together be- 
force had beene good, then no doubt the 

| hing that ſhould break ir could not be 
good: for one good thing cannot deſtroy 
another. But the former peace was not iu 


G OD, but in the fleſne: neyther was it ſo 


great as you would ſeeme for to ſet it forth, 
becauſe that the worldlinges are alwayes at 
ſtrife, and one readye for to cut anothers 
throate: but yet their hatred is ſo exceeding 
great againſt the Goſpell, that in reſpect of 
the minde, which they carry towardes the 
profeſſors thereof, they ſeeme among them 
felues to be at peace, and one to loue and 
make much of another. 

Ath. Where is the fault then foz to ba 
layde? 

Zelot, Vponthe wicked u hichfret and 
rage _ the word, becauſe it layeth opẽ 
and diſcloſeth their filthineſſe, and bewray- 
eth them. For the light(as S. Paul ſaith) doth 
manifeſt all things. They ptetende other ex · 
cuſes, as though they hated the profeſſors 
for ſome euill conditions: but this is very 
euidẽt, a blind man almoſt may diſcerne it, 
that ſo long as a man is yoyde of religion, & 
makerth profeſſion of no more then they, ſo 
Jong,akhough he be full, and ſy atme with 

gre 
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great viceshe is an honeſt man, but let him 


follow the word, & be carefull fo, to amend; 
then there is not alewder fellgwe vpon the 
earth, diuers ſlaunders ſhalbe tayſed, things 
ſhall be reckoned vp which he did 7. yeeres 
agone: & nowe they hate him like a dogge. 
Light is come into the world, and men loue 
darkeneſſe more then light , becauſe their 
workes be cuill Will yee charge Chriſt and 
his Goſpel, becauſe as he ſayth, he came not 
to ſend peace, but a ſworde; to ſet the father 
againſt the ſonne. Mat. 18. Or will yee lays 
the blame vpon thoſe which loue the lyght. 
Will ye blame S. Paul and his preaching be- 
cauſe there was ſtir & hurley burley almoſt 
wherſocuer he came. Was he to be blamed, 
or the wicked Infidels, which coulde not a- 
bide to haue their ſinnes reproued. 

Ath. There be ſome plates where they 
haue graue + learned pꝛeachers, 4 vet there 
is no ſuch contention in their pariſhes : I 
like that well. 

Zelot. Tou like that well: ſo doth your 
maiſter alſo. | 

Ath. TWhatmeane you by that: whom 
doe pte call my maiſter? 

Zelot. Euen the Diuell, for hee is con- 
dent thoſe Preachers ſhoulde 9 


back, becauſe he is ſure they will not — — 
gall him: they be very gentle riders. Doe yes 
not thinke, that if they ſnoulde ſer ſoorth 
Gods word as they ought, and 22 a ö 
light : that all wicked men (of w 
pariſh are full) would ſtorme & —_ 
them? the Diuell himſelf would fiske about 
if they ſhould ſpurre him but alictle. - But 
they can tel a ſmooth tale in the pulpit, gar 
niſhed with ſome merty ſiory, for to make 
the people merry: ot els ſorne old rotten al- 
legorie-or ſome fatre fetched mattet out of 
ſome great writers, that the people may bes 
at their wits ende, and admit hem: Aman 
would thinke to fee the people come outgf 
the Church blowing, that they were fed as 
ful as tickes:when they go home with emp- 
tic bellies. This I dare warrant, if it benotſa 
let me loſe both mine eares, that go throw 
the pariſhes of theſe graue and learned di- 
uines, and except ſuche as runne to ſetche 
on victuals ocher where, yee ſhall not find 
fiveſcore which are able to yu- 
— peceſſary groundes and prin» 
ciples ofreligion: — | yet the people wil lay 
they bee excellent deepe men: But I loue 
not thoſe Welles . are ſo * 
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chat a man can drawe no water out of 
them. 

Ach. A ſe pou like better of young raſh 
deades, and troubleſome fellowes , then pee 

Boe df graue ſtaped men :foz nowe a dapes 

there are a'number which take vpon them 

to pʒeach. which in deede do but pꝛattle: and 
foz my part, J wil beleeue none ol them: but 

wil rather giue credite to that which aun⸗ 

tient learned men do ſpeake. 

Zelot. I dovtter ly miſſike that any raſh 
head ſhoulde haue the office of preaching, 
which is a thing of ſcrgreat dignitie, as to be 
the mouth of God vnto the people, to vtter 
the counſels and tnyſteries of the Lord, and 
to teach tfiem the way to ſaluation: and 
* diſmonour to God and his Goſpell it 

if there be many ſuch, as you ſay there be: 
but if they be godly, learned, graue, diſcrete, 
and wiſe, and doe faithfully and zealouſſy 
diſpoſe the manifould myſteries of God thẽ 
the matter is not whether they bee young 
or olde : for the docttine which they doe 
teach and expounde, is not their owne, but 
the doctrine of Chriſt, the authoritie is not 
of then, but of God which hath giuenir. 
But I knowe your meaning, you count all 
thoſe to be ignorant, and to ptatile, _ 

— 
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doenot preach according to your humor, 
ſuch as doe ſharpely inucigh again{t your 
yanities:and thoſe which doe not, they bee 
learned and graue men. let vs beleeue them; 
and ſo yce looke not what God ſaith, but 
what men ſay - and ſutely thoſe kinde of 
grane men doe great hurt: I meane ſuch as 
carry a great ſheweoflearning in them, and 
ſcarce any are the better fot it. 
Ath. And J thinke they doe muche 
- Zelot. :Youthiok they do much good: 
but I know they doe very much hurte: the 
blind and ynlcarned Miniſters are hyreeful, 
thoſe which are popiſh pr ieſtes doe hurte, 
they which followe euill vices, as drunken 
Miniſters, ſwearers. quarreller s, Adulterers, 
gameſters & ſuch like do hurt, but yet theſe 
which you ſpeałe of, doe more hurte : i will 
tell yer howe, where there is ſuch an one as 
thoſe aboue named, the people haue no 
great opinion of them, for they can eaſily 
ſay, alas our miniſter is not able nor meete 
for to teache vs, and ſq they are wilſing to 
heare and to be informed by others: bur 
thoſe which haue one of. your profoundo 
Clearkes, the people ſo much hangs vpon 
him, that they will heare none other: Thus 
211 G they 
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they ſay,our Preacher is as profound a mai 
as ariy of thcmall-if we were out of the way 
hee would tell vs, if ſo much teaching were 
needfull, woulde not hee teach vs? if ſuche 
thinges were euil, would he vſe them: and 
ſo they cõclude, that they care not for lear- 
ning ought ſauing at his mouth, when as in 
deed he teacheth therm litle or nothing; per» 
aduenture hee giueth them a colde collati- 
on once a moneth, and when a man ſhall 
take the proofe of them, he ſhall finde that 
they ate no better then ſuch as haue a dũbe 
'Tdoltt6 their ſnephearde. 
Ath. Js it not bet ter fas to haue a ers 
mon now and then, and to haue it a learned 
Sermon: then foz to haue many without 
learning { think oue ſuch lermõ doth moze 
good the an hundꝛeth of thoſe flying ſerm6s- 
-  Zelot, I graunt thus muche, that the 
worde of God is to bee handled with great 
cate, men are not to ſteppe foorth and to 
ſpeałe raſhly, and without ſure & vndoub- 
ted knowledge of the things which they vt- 
tet. Moreouer,there ought to be ſuch leat- 
ning and diſcretion, as ſhalbee ſufficient to 
open and to manifeſt the power and digni⸗ 
tie of the word vnto the conſciences of the 
heaters: he muſt he . 
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theſenſe of the ſcriptures, and hee muſt ap- 
ply it to the hearers which doth preach, For 
to handle the holie myſteries of God vn- 
ſkitfully is a vice greatly to bee condemned, 
and I thinke ſuch, although they preach ne- 
uer ſo often, ſhall doe bar litle good. But I 
ptay you let mee knowe which you count a 
learned ſermon ; and which yee calla flying 
ſermon. 

Ath. That is a learned ſermon , when 
the 2 doth lay open the matter leat⸗ 
nedip.- - 1 4 

Zzelat. You meane when hee is able to 
ſpeake much latine, and to alleadge all ſorts 
of writers, 

Ath. Jcount thoſe learned fellowes in 
d&d,J wil not gene a button foꝛ theſe Cng- 
liſh Dactoꝛs which can alledge no moze but 
vat of Paule and Peter, 

Zelot. It wonlde bee a notable lear- 
ned ſermon then if the Preacher ſhoulde 
ſpeake all latine. 

Ath Then wa which doe not vnders 
—5 latine ſhoulde ber neuer the bet- 

er. 

:Zelot, If ſo litle coulde pleaſure yee, 
then no doubt a whole ſermon would edifice 
- yee miclie, But ſuche vayne men as you 

— G2 doc 
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doe ſuew your vanitie, whenye looke more 
after thoſe thinges which ſhould feedeyour 
cares, then for to haue your ſoules conuer- 
ted. ls that to be vied which cannot ediſit᷑ at 
all, dut ſerueth for a vaine bew, and deſtur- 
berli the mynd and memory of the diligent 
hearer. But let chis goe, and let vs ſee the 
other, for alleadging of writers, in this mat - 
ter ye haue ſundry graue men of your ſide, 
lich count thoſe ſermons learned, which 
ate ſet foorth with all ſortes of authorities, 
and thoſe which bring the bare worde out 
of the Bible, they make but verball Ser · 
mons But doubtleſſe they may ſhewe ſome 
grauitie in their bearde, for there is none in 
the matter. 

Ath. Are they not thereby knowne 
fo: to bee learned men, euery Plowe man 
nowe a dapes canne alleadge out of Saint 
Pauſe. | 
Zelot. They are thereby knowne for to 
be vaskilfull men, and ſuch as are not tight- 
ly inſtructed in the doctrine of S. Paule. They 
make a great ſhewe of learning and yet want 
the knowledge of the digniti of gods word, 
When as they bring in the ſayiogs of Plato, 
and Ariſtotle, as fellowes and co ions 

with the oracles of God vttered by his — 
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phets and Apoſtles . and as though there 
were greater & deeper matter in thoſe, then 
in the Bible, w heteas all the heauenly tyſte- 
ries and counſels of God are vttered, they 
ſticke not to count that vnlearned which is 
brought from thence : and greate lear- 


ning to be in the _ of the other. For 


this cauſe they do alſo ſecke for to garniſh 
their ſermons,and as it were for to ſet them 


with pearle, when asineffc& they doe no- 
thing elſe but as if a manſh6uldewingle- 
ledde with pure golde, and clayt with preci- 
ous oyle. And becauſe ye ſpeake of learning, 
tell me what ye thinke , whether Saynt Au- 


gulſine or Saint Paule, was the bettet lear- 
ned ? H 704 

Ath, Pou ſhould aſke that que ſfion of 
— 0 learned, woulde ye haue me tel 
ved -- 

Zelot. Is not hee which doth alleadge 
' fentences out of Auguſtine, Ambroſe; Hie- 
rome, & Cyprian, better learned then they 
which alleadge out of Moſes, Eſay, peter, 
Paule, or Iohn. a 
Ach. J told ve befoꝛe, that euery man 
can alleadge out of theſe, 4 if J could reade, 
andhada Byble, J coulde doit alſo, but to 
alleadge ont of the other none can dor that, 
— G3 tut 
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but ſich as are greate Clearkes. 93 

Zelot, Then it ſeemeth that they were 
better then Haul, and Peter, or Moſes, or els 
why ſhoulde they bee eſteemed to be better 
learned which doe cite them? 

Ath. If Jmight ſhate mpbolte , J 
thinke they were the learneder , becauſs 
their wꝛitinges are ſa pzofounde , ; 

Zalet, Iwouldyou did thinke ſo alone, 
dut in deede the people haue been ſo delu- 
ded with ſuch as would make a ſhew of lear- 
ning that multitudes are of your minde, 
which bringeth in a vile and ſhamefull a- 
baſing of the moſt holie and ſacred Bible. 
But let me aske yee certaine queſtions, Doe 
yee not thinke that if the writinges of thoſo 
men were to bee tedde in our tongue, that 
euery man then coulde bee able to alleadge 
out of them, as they doe out of the By- 
ble? | 
* Ath. I thinke they might then bes a⸗ 

E. ö | * 

Zelot. Doe yee ſuppoſe thoſe ſhould 
by and by bee eſteemed for to bee learned, 
vhiche doe then alleadge ſayinges out of 
them: Men 
Ath. I ſe nocauſg why the they ould 
amm -.. 
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Zelot. Is he learned in the Bible; which 


can alleadge many ſentences?: 

Ath. A man maye ſpeake muche and 
know little. 

Zelot. You might ſee likewiſetharc men 
may alleadge ſayings out of great Doctoxs, 
and yet themſelues be great Dav es for ho 
is learned whom Gad doth teach ſat to vn- 
derſtãd the heauẽly Miſteries vtteted by the 
Prophets & Apoſtles: and in vttering them. 
doeth followe the ſtegpes of Pauſe and the 
reſt. The Doctors had all theit toe ler · 
ning out of the Bible : for in it is ſer ſostth 
that wiſedome which is aboue all. 

Ath. The Scriptures are dare and 
harde, and therefoze men nowe doe not vn- 
derſtande them as the Docto2s did. And foz 
this cauſe, I haue heard pzeachers ſay, they 
are to be vauched. 

Zelot, Thoſe Preachers mighthaue 
beene wiſer then for to maintayne two ſo 
groſſe opinions: The fitſt, accuſing the ſcrip- 
tures of ſuch darknes.as though they could 
not be vnderſtood v here as indeede in the 
principall and moſt neceſſary pointes. the 
Lorde hath ſpoken fo clearly, that very ſim. 
RM wy bee taught for to ſee the 

e playue 
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playne cuidence of the word. The other de- 
priueth the church of the true interpreter 
of the word, which is the ſpirit of God, as 
though the lord did notnow giue ſuch gifts 
as he gaue to thoſe Doctors: which is a po- 
iſh opinion alſo:for ſo long as God giueth 
is word to the church, ſo long hee giueth 
the interpreter of the ſame, although not in 
all ages alike: but vhoſoeuer is not blynde, 
may eaſily ſee, that in this age there bee as 
great giftes beſtowed vppon the church, as 
— in any, ſince the time of the Apo- 
es. | 
Ach, Then you are one of thoſe which 
deface the olde Fathers, when per will not 
allow them fo2 to bee cyted in the Ser- 
mons. To what vſe then ſhoulde men reade 
them: ä 
Zelot. That is a very falſe accuſation: 
ſhould a man bee accuſed for defacing the 
honour of the Lord Chauncellour, becauſe 
he would deny him the dignitie and honor 
of the PrincezLikewiſe ſhall a man be ſayde 
for to iniury or deface the Doctors, becauſe 
hee will not giue them the dignitie which 
doth belong vnto G O Dalone? thePrea» 
cher is the mouth of God vnto the people, 
and not the mouth of men: hee is not for 
to 
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to vtter doubtull matter and vncertaine, 
but ſuch as may be moſt euident. He mult 
ſay,and proue euen vnto the conſcience of 
the hearer thus God ſpeakerh, and thus he 
meaneth. He cannot ſay Auguſtine ſayth it 
therefore God ſaith it, Auguſtine ſayth it, 
therefore it is vndoubtedly ttue, for Augu- 
ſtine might and did erre many waies. But he 
may ſay, Saint Paule ſayth it, therefore God 
himſelt faith it, S. Paule ſaith it, ther fore it is 
vndoubredly true: for looke what he ſaith, 
or any other apoſtle; Euangeliſt or prophet 
God hath ſet it dow ne, by them, it is his. & 
not theirs : they are but the inſttumentes 
which he vſed for to vtter andpenne his wil; 
his ſpirite in them ruled the whole in this 
caſe, ſo that they did not, not coulde not 
erte: now when the Preacher doth lay open 
their ſaying, nat he. nor they, but god ſpea- 
keth:as they were the mouth of God for to 
ſet it downe, fo is hee nowe againe the 
mouth of G O D, for to recite and declare 
it. 6 

Ath. The woꝛd ol God is certeine and 
ſure, detauſe God cannot lie, but how ſhall 
Jknowe which is the true fenſe-of it: ſhalt 
Z betieue tuery man which voth interpꝛete 
the woꝛdeſhall A not the better belæue * 
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if hee ſay it is not my interpꝛetation, but . 
Ierotne her ſaith ſo, S. Auguſtine he ſaith ſo, 
IJ pꝛomiſe ves hee ſhall haue the greater cre⸗ 
dite with me, ſoz they were other maner ol 
men then her. | 

Zelot. I cannot but maruel to ſee how-grofſe 
& dull your head is for to learne the truth, 
and how redily you can bring out ſuch mat- 
ters as this: ye ſpeake not of your own head. 
Ivould there were no greater learned men 
then you blinded in this matter. But let me 
ſhewe yee your groſſe errour. Yee ſay the 
worde is certaine and ſure: but the interpre- 
tation therof yee make doubtfull: but what 
are we the better that the worde of God is 
ſure and certaine, vnleſſe it bee ſure and cer- 
tayne vnto vs, which cannot bee except the 
interpretation beſo. It is as good for yce 
to ſay the word is doubtfull, as for to ſay the 
ſenſe is doubrfull : Nowe when as yee 
hang the ſenſe vppon men can yee deny but 
that ſtill it is in doubt. This muſt needes 
ariſe in the minde, thoſe doctors ſaid ſo, but 
they mighterre, and therefore Iam not cer- 
tayne. that this is the ſenſe. If this ſhal be 
admitted in the Church, what ſhall become 
of that A., or full certeintie of 
faith, which the word of God doth require 
F to 
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to be in vs, it is grounded vpon the word of 
God. for it cannot ſtand otheru iſe. 
Moreover, faith is ſure what god mea- 
neth, or els it is no faith: therefore ſuche as 
woplde hang mens faith vpon the authoxi- 
tie of men, v here they muſt needes ſtil be in 
doubt, and when they are at the furtheſt, 
they come but vnto this. it is very like for to 
be true becauſe ſuch notable-men ſpeabee it, 
do not knowe a tight what faith is, for that 
. yee ſay hee ſhall haue the more credite with 
you, if hee ſay, It is not my ſaying, but the 
ſaying of Auguſt. therein yee were euen as 
good (ay, that your faith is built vpon men, 
and not vpon God: For ifyee doe beleeue 
becauſe ſome great learned or godly man 
telleth yee t he matter, this is no true be- 
leefe. for wee muſt bee fully perſuaded that 
God himſelfe doth tell vs, or els wee be ne- 
ner the neere. . 
- Ath, Doe ſhall 3 knowe when 
God ſpeaketh , o2 which God ſpeaketh, your 
come and pꝛeach one way,another cemmeth 
and he doth pꝛeach an other way, ye pe ach 
one cdtrary unto an other, vou ſay God ſpea⸗ 
keth. , her ſayth Sod ſpeakoth , which ſhall 
wee beleuo ? Js nat her la bee bot belce- 
ned, which can ſhotv that thoſe great douoꝛs 
92277 are 
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are on his ſide. ? 

Zelot, Sce what a grounde you leane 
vnto, you know not v hen G O P ſpeaketh, 
nor what God ſpeaketh : and therefore yee 
wit haue ſome of the old Doctors for to tel: 
ate yee ſure he telleth yee right, if yee be, it 
1s becauſe he ſheweth ye the worde of God, 
why he telleth ye ſo, thecredite muſt be gi- 
uen vnto the word, and not to the man. But 
you ſay yce can not tell when one doth al- 
leadge the word in the true meaning , howe 
then, canye tel when one alleadgerh the do- 
cor in the true meaning, hee which will fal- 
ſiſie the word of god in the Bible,he wil not 
ſticke for co falſiſie the meaning of the Do- 
cor: you may ſearch the ſcriptures, to ſee 
whether the teſtimonies alleadged be ſo, as 
the men of Berea did, when Paule preached, 
Act. 17.11. You cannot, neyther are ye com- 
maunded for to ſearche the DoRors. And 
vnleſſe ye ſee the manyfeſt authority of gods 
word, ve are not bound for to beleeue, but 
it it be plainly ſhewed, that God hath ſpo- 
ken, then ye are bounde vndet the paine of 
damnation, for to giue credite vnto it. 
Chriſt ſayeth, My ſheepe,heare my vgyce 4 
ſtraunger they will not heare. Iohn i N N 
ſo S. Iohn ſaith;brethren,belecue not _ 
pirite 
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ſpirite, but try the ſpirites, whether they be 
of God 1,lohn.4. he therfore which ſayth. 
I cannot tell when the voyce of Chriſt is 
tered, it is all one as if he ſhoulde ſay, Tam 
none of the ſhee pe of Chriſt. becauſe ( as he 
faith) Euery one of his ſheepe doe knowe 
bis voyce. He that ſayth I knowe not which 
preacher doth preach trueth, and which fal- 
ſhood, he may eucnas well ſay , I am none 
of thoſe,to whom the holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh, 
and ſaith: Trie the ſpirites whether they be 
of God. it is a general precept giuen vnto al 
chriſtians. „ 
Ath. _ Per hallncuer make me be⸗ 
leene that euery man is fo; to iudge, whether 
the P2eacher ſpeake true 02 falſe, _. + 
Zelot. I knowe not what I ſhall be able 
for tomałe yee beleeue, But I am ſure I can 
playnely ſhewe what yee ought to beleeue. 
Firſt, marke this, the word came not from 
man, neyther can a man teach it yee, vnleſſe 
God teueale it by his ſpirite: if it were the 
wiſedome of the world, or of the fleſh, then 
the ſpirite of the world which is in man x 
knoweth the ſecretes of man, coulde reachie 
it : but becauſe it is the miſterie of G OD 
none can make yee leatne it, but the 
Ghoſt , which ſearcheth euen the deepe 
thinge3 


* 


ehings of God, as S. paul teacheth. r. Cor. 2] 
10. Saint Iohn in his firſt Epiſtle, Chapter 
the ſecond, hauing told the that chere were 
euen then many Antichriſts, hecomforterh 
them with this. You ſaith he, haue receiued 
un annoynting from the holy one & knowe 
all thinges, Like as therefore none of thoſe 
-canlearne, whom God doth not illighten 
vith his ſpirite, ſoon the contrary parte all 
thoſe which are taught within by the ſpirit, 

doe feele when the doctrine which the ſame 
Ppirite hath taught, is vttered: hee knoweth 
his owne, and he ſealeth it vp in their hearts 
add conſciences, which being inſtructed by 
him muſt needes conſent thereto fully. For 
this cauſe there is great difference betweent 
ſuch as ſet all vpon the authorities of men, 
and fuch as preach, as S. Paule ſaith hee did, 
with the plaine euidence of the ſpitite, and 
of power. 1. Cor. 2.4. hee addeth the reaſon 
in the next verſe, that their faith ſhould not 
conſiſt in the wiſedome of men, but in the 
power of God. If fayth may not hang vpon 
the wiſdome of men. And therefore the in- 
tiſing ſpeech which mans wiſedom teacheth 
to be auoyded in ſetting forth the Goſpell, 
then can it not ſtande ypon the authorities 
952 Is it not lawfull in any reſpect foz 


The c | ie di . iti 36 
@alleadge them. 

Zelot. Yes no doubt there are circum» 
ſtances, which may make it ſometime very 
necdfull.1 ſpeake only againſt this, that they 
arc alleadged when as we may alleadge the 
fame thinges out ofthe worde it ſelfe, And 
when they are alleadged, ſor men to buylde 
their faith ypon,or to make men think that 
there cã be no certeinty in the interpretaris 
ol the word, but where as they ate made ſor 
to ſpeał. Whẽ as indeed the preacher in his 
Sermon muſt come with ſuch euidence and 
make his proofe ſo plaine & ſo ſtrong, that 
it muſt needs couince the conſcience of the 
hearers,in ſuch wiſe that of neceſſity he ſhal 
be forced for to ſay, vndoutedly that which 
this man vttereth,is that which god himſelf 
ſpeakerh;for ſo ſaith the apoſt. i. Cora 4. 24 
If aith he, al do propheſie, & there come if 
an infidell;or one vnlearned, he is reproued 
ol all, he is iudged of all- and ſothe 
of his heart are made manifeft,& falling vp- 
on his face, he will worſhip God, confeſſing 
that God is verily among yee. This teſtimo- 
nie doth ſhew that the force of Gods word 
vttered nakedly is ſuche, that ĩt conuicerſ 
the heart of the infidell, & compelletn him 
for to confeſſethat god is with them which 
dpcake it. The 
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The word of God is deſcribed in the Ez 
piſtle to the Hebrewes cap. 4. 12. after this 
fort: che word of God ( faith bee) is liuely 
ind uvghtie in operation, ſharpet then any 
tyo edged fwaord,and entreth in vnto the 
Heviding aſunder of the ſoule & the ſpirite, 
al the ioyntes and the marrow / and is a diſ- 
verner of the thoughtes and in tentes of the 
heart. Men might vnderſtand by this, that 
by /homſoeuer this ſword of the ſpirite be 
Atawne foorth, if it bee rightly handeled, it 
wall pearce through, and through both the 
bodies and ſoules of the hearers, and will 
Mouecuery vayne in the heart, euen of the 
wicked.So that he needeth not for to grind 
ſtor make it ſharpe vpon the Ken of 
Ambroſe or Hierom. 
» © Ath. Then vou deſtrop learning, if ye 
take away thewaitings of the Docto28s, fo: 
theyſerue ta nd vſe:if it be as you ſay, why 
nn ſtudents reade them: 

Zelor. Thete is great benefite in rea- 
Jing ofthein,. for to helpe vs to the true 
xnderſtandingof the ſcriptures 

- Ath. It they help 0 vnderſtand the 
ſcriptures, wherfoze doe yee not we per er⸗ 
pounde the ſcriptures, tell which: is theirs. 
Der robbe them and take the-glozy to your 
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: Zelor. Nowe yee reaſon as buſſardlibe 


a3 can bee, yee may be a Doctor of Dunces, 
for this argument. Doth the Preacher come 
in his owne name , muſt hee tell his owne 
will, or is hee to ſceke his owne glory or the 
gloty of any other man / If other haue hol- 
pen him to finde the knowledge of Gods 
will, which hee muſt vtter, is it therfore be- 
come theirs, becauſe they haue ſhewed it vn 
to him: If hee nowe ſet it footth in the 
nameofthe Lord alone, w hoſe it is, doth 
hee tobbe them? For looke whatſocuer & 
map ſinde th in the auncient writers in ex» 
pounding, he is nofarther to beleene them 
then they prooue theyr expoſition out of 
the Bible : ſo that it coutinueth ſtill not 
theirs, dut the Lordes: and if we ſhoulde aſ- 
eribe ix vnto them, wee ſhoulde robbe the 
Lorde, and be theeues for other men. Ther- 
fore in this matter wee muſte followe the 
precept which the Lorde giueth. 1. Peter.. 
Ii. Hee that ſpeaketh let him ſpeake as the 
wordes of God. 1 ö 

Ath. Js that ſo meant, that it is nat as 
lowed to cite any thing out of other bookes 
beſides the wozde : 2 
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Zelot, 1 wilde yee — that it 8 
— mla fun for to cite or alledge a 
t of a Doctor. But the ma- 
net and ende of the doing of it is all: I ſay 
Ikewiſe that a man maye in ſome forte 
alleadge 2 ſaying out of any heathenorpro- 
phineWriret' : for wee have the examnple 
ofSaint Paule. Ates 1777; Corti 15. 
Titus r. aAHead ding, the" ſayin es — — 
phane Poets. But dee maſt 
kde : doth he reaſon thus ; the wer e 
itz therefore yee are to give credite vnto itt 
no man voulde bee ſo fool iſhe as to male 
theitwordes being heathen men, to bee of 
ſuchanthoritie :' but he ſheweth that even 
theirowne doctors conſented with him in 
thoſcrhinges. And rherefore a (hame,and 
foule''reproche for them te bee igno- 
rat of cho ſame, When the Papiſtes $62 


charge vs to be gone from the fayth ofthe .| 


olde Fathers, although wee are to confute 


them this way, namely, Serving they | 
treachetie and lying * 2 e able to 
p̃rooue by the = s of the — 
chers that in the chi ft pointes they fu 

gree wit h vs. yet this is not the way whithe | 
God hath appoynted and ſanctiſied forthe 
con- 


ogy Lond , 
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tonuerſion and education of his people: 
this engine is ouer weake to reare vp the 
Temple of the Lorde: wee muſt tale heede 
vee leaue not the mighty worde it ſelfe, and 
leane vnto a tottering piller: Saint Paule 
* the power of the woorde 2. Cor. 
10 

ll 


where hee ſayth, although wee walke 2 cori 


in the fleſne, yer wee warre not after the 


fleſhe : fot the weapons of our warrefare 4 


are not cat nall, but mightie in God for to 
thrawe dow ne holdes: which he expoun- 
derh in the verſe which foloweth 5 to bee 


the imaginations& euery high thing v hic E 


i exalted againſt the knowledge of God, 
and euety thought, which (he ſayth) they 
lead capriue vnto the obedience of Chtiſte. 
There is no power nor any authotitie can 
doe · theſe thinges, but that which is in 
the woͤtde of God it ſelfe. Which is to 
ben made fo enident by the Preacher, that 
it may bring this thing to paſſe. | 
+: Themiſcrableexperience in our time 
ef Wehe as flic om the ſtrong power ot 
the worde, and fight with the weapon 
oll wenne, may teache vs, becauſe it 


doc nianiſeſil appeare vnto all whiche 


haue cyes too {ce , that they are not 
A H 3 ſtrong 
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ſtrong enough to throwe downe holdes, 
and to leade captive ynto the obedience af 
Chriſte, the rebellious thoughtes and ima- 
ginations of mens mindes: they cannot 
ſhewe a man by them conuerted ſyncerely 
and throughly from errours and euill ma- 
pers: by alleadging the authorities of men. 
Ie was not the practiſe of the auncient and 
godly Fathers in the ir ſermons for to leaue 
the teſtimonies of the mightie word, which 
is able to rent the ſtony rocke in peeces, and 
to cleaue to the authorities of weake men, | 
which were gone before them. But what 
ſnoulde a man ſay : The worde is thought 
to be of no power vnleſſe it be ſtrengthned | 
otherwiſe, w | 
Butler vs leauethis and come backe a 
gaine to ſome of your other matters. 1 | 
remember yee did lay this as a great accu» 
ſation againſt the preachers that they med- 
led with predeſtination, | 
Ath. J vid ſa, and not without canſe, | 
foz they doe greate hurt thereby vnto ma- 
ne, when they teach ſuch thinges. 
Zelot. What hurt can yee ſhewe, which ' 
commeth by preaching of Prediſtenati- 


on. | 
Ath, 
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|- eomife mer pꝛonde, pe ſer how plaine A 
L 
Zelot. Lou thinłe that pride is in the 
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Ath. If a man bee choſen fo2 fo bee | 
faned, let him doe as enil as he can he ſhall . 8 | 
not bee damned: and if a man be appointed / eo 
befoze hee was boꝛne to bee damned, let him + a 
doe neuer ſo much god hee cannot bee ſaued e 
and therefoꝛe when ye teach this bed ine, 
pe were enen as god tel the people that they 
may line as they luſt : Let them neuer 
— teaching , to what pourpoſe ſhduld it 


Zelot Howe proude and preſumptu- pn 
ouſly bolde, ignorance doth make ama ? It 
might ſeeme to be a rare thing that a mor- 
tall man, which is but clay and duſt, yeaa 
rotten Carrion ſhoulde aduaunce him ſelfe 
againſt God, even the Lorde of infinite 
wiſdome and glory, but that wee ſee it dayly 
for to be common. | 

Ath. Doe not accuſe mie fo; to bee 
pꝛoude, woulde J were as fre from all o- 
therfanltes , if it pleaſed God, 

Zelot, Ifye were as ſick, as ye be proud 
x very litle meate would giue yee your ſup- 
per.ButT know you doe not ſee your pride. 

Ath: J maruell wby ye thoulde 


— 


Hz coate 
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coate,whenitisin the hearte, a man may 
haue a kinges hearte in his breſt, and yeta 


| | beggers coate vpon his backe. There is 


ö 


cauſe why yee doe not goe gay, yee are not 
able: for take the raggeddeſt begget in the 
worlde, and giue her the ſame wing whiche 


the great Ladyes haue, and yee ſhall ſee her 
flie the ſame flight. There is pride agaynſt 


80D, and againſt men, and you are 


in the deepeſt of them, euen aàgainſte 
God. 
Ath. P2que that, becauſe pt condemne 


mix lo ſoze, 


Zelor. Yee take your ſelſe for to bee 


: wiſe, andthe Lorde vndiſcrete and vnwile. 


Foryee charge him with folly when as yee 
ſay this doQtrin doth ouerthroy al, & yet he 
hath expreſſed it in ſudry places of his word. 


xl it bee ſo exceeding hurtfull, then ſurely 


. Chriſte was to bee blamed ; Saint Paule, 


and Saint Peter with the reſt of the A E 


ſtles were very vndiſcreete , beauſe t 
Thing ſet it forth . It ſeemeth that it had 


ood for them to haue taken ad- 


niſe * goo deepe heades of the worlde, 


whiche might bow foretolde them the 
nee which woulde follove, and haue 


Hart 1.99% 
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fayde, Maiſters take heede howe yee deale | 
with ſuch doctrine, it will turne yee,vnto | 
dilcredite. O.fooliſhe wiſe fleſbe., this | 
matter is ouer farre beyonde thy reach | 
*. canſt neuer come within the | 


, uncl n ſmell not; et mu heart 


ys anfipers the matter. 4 105 
Zelot, Nou ſuppoſe that your — — 
are vnanſwerable, and that cauſeth yee tg 
bee ſo freſhe and ready „ but alas many 
Mur halfpenie is ao good filuer , yes xg 
in a wrong boxe, Iwill ewe yee how oe 
diſhly yes erre, 
Farſoothe ſay yon, if God hath — — 3 
man ro ſaluation before hee was borney 
then let him doe as,cuyll as hee can, hee 
Wagen bee damned : and whereas the 
. man is prone, and readye- to 
ceke.: after the libertic of the fleſhe, ths 
. him, and a 0 
ynto all cuil becauſe hee ge: 
(any do 


e.wba th, jt is ap 
3 i hal bagome af 


15 This mer and inuincible reaſon 
eye to. {ce with. all, 
Sen hi ſeem, ſeeme Bore to haue good leggy 
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is it but an olde Criple: bee not ed by 
it, for ye ſnal both fall into the ditch. Did 
pee neuer heare what. Paule ſayth, Epheſi · 
ans. Chapter. 1. 4. theſe are his woordes, as 
dee hath choſen vs in him, before the foun- 
dations of the worlde were layde, that wee 
Noulde bee holy and without blame be- 
Tore him through loue. Howe ſtande theſa 
— together, when you ſay if — 
en they may liue as they luſt, 
— by his Apoſtle, that hee — 
choſen them for to bee holy and blame 
leſſe in their converſation, And this is vn- 
doubtedly true, that thoſe whom God hath 


predeſtinate to be heltezof glory, hee hath 
Eph... 3457. ſealed them with the 3... — mM 
reade in the [ame 


b 3+. arefreed from the bondage of — 
| 2 A they walke in the ſpirite, poo Ig are 


led by the ſpirite, they ſhewe foorth by the 
oft, af © of the ſpirite, that the ficſhe with the 
Iuſtes & concupiſcences thereof is crucified 
in them, and that they are regenerate and 
borne againe of the ſpirme, and ſo become 
new creatures in Chriſte, ſinne is abotmi- 
nable vnto the,they hate & lothe it no lefle 


on am nas + to 
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be wholly iet fret from the remnantes of it. 

Righteouſneſſe is deate and precious vnto 

them, their ĩoy and heartes delight is in it. 

They ſigh and grone, becauſe they can not 

reach vnto the perfection of it, The word 
of God doth plainely teache, that the elect 

are thus as I haue ſhewed : and yet men ſay 
| — election taketh away all care of godly 
life. EN I 
| Ath. J like not this, that men will ſay, 
they know God hath choſen them : how can 
they tell? Can any mantell what God will 
doe with hum Did God ener tell them, that 
thepare elected ? 

Zelot, Howe ſhoulde you like of this, 
when as yee like of no goodnefſe. Howe 
ſhoulde you which are but 4 naturall man, 
iadge of thinges ſpirituall ? You thinke a 
| man can not tell what G O D will doe with 


him i becauſe you are blinde and ſee not the * 

way! yee ſuppoſe all other are ſo: you are an 
| lade. or ets ye might plaĩnely heare God 
ſpeake in his worde, and tell which ſhall bee 
ſaued, and which are in the way to damna- 
tion. Dot yee ſuppoſe that it is vncertayne 
whenthe (crjptare reltech a man howe hee 
hall kiiberifar hee is choſen, if the worde 
od Oy Ia & : Hs of 


Pills 4.4.4 21. 


[ 


(ha 


— 
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of God tell him heis choſen, hath ngt God 
hicmſelfe then told him: Read the fitit Cha- 
piter of the ſecond Epiſtle of Peter, & there 
ſhall ſee how a man ſhall know e certainly 
that hee is elected, and that hee ſhall neuer 
fall. For if a man ſeele that God teacheth 
him by his ſpitite, and renueth him by re- 
tance, he isfure ( becauſe God faith ſo) 
that hee is choſen to eternall life: if at any 
time hee feele-rhe grace of God weake in 
hic, then doth he doubt and ſtagger, but 
yet his fayth getteth the ypper hande. On 
the other fide, when a man liueth in ſine, 
and obeyeth vnrighreouſ, nes: God telleth 
him playnly that he is in the way to damna- 
tion. And therefore all thoſe which doe 
not finde in them ſelues the ſpirituall birth 
at the leaſt begunne whereby they may aſ- 
ſure them (clues that they be choſen :. May 
certainly ſay, that as yet ther ſtate ĩs dam» 
nable. 
„ Ath. Dope can vir ſay their ſtate is 
damnable, ſs long as they nen, 
doe moꝛe then beleeue! 
Zelat. They doe not belet 
they beleeue, Gneto hp Ga 25 
Ioueth them, hat is it 
legue;IF chey now they bein 0 
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God,it is becauſe he choſe them in Chriſte, 
If they doubt of Gods fauour, then do they 
doubt whether God heareth their prayers 
( and therfore they ſhal not receive any thing 
⁊t the hands of God, as yee may learne in 
the Epiſtle of Saint lames, Chapter. 1. ver. 
6. . and although man of the faythfull dos 
doubt & ſtagger oftẽtimes yet they are hot 
like the vnfaithfull which continue in the 
ſame, but they get the vpper hãd, they ſtrive 
by praier & by al other meanes which God 
hath appointed, to ſtrengthen and = 


their faith, their knowledge,theirrepentice, 
& ſo farre to grow in grace, vntil they come 
| to aſſyrance that God hathchoſen them. As 
| for the w wicked they know of no ſuch fa iths 
that ã man may atteine to aſlurace of hi 
leaio: they] labour hot about any ſuch mat- 
fer,burt cotioue ſtil in their blind doubts, ſet 
ting all vpon hazard: and as for their doing 
what they can, it is nothing, they cannot but 
0 fin, & therfore be d.howſocyer they 
— for — do good workes, yet before god 
workes becauſe they pro- 
= nora ich, but from the geche ber are 
| not graffed into the tine xing. hriſt. & for 
. W. can bring forth n r 5 


the wo; 11 2 erte u bid 
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Chilt dye foz to ſane them? It they ſhould 
be ſaued befoze , his death was moze then 
n#ved . Wherefoze ſhould men be taught, 
_ fox QGouldthey pꝛayꝭ all theſe are in 


- Zelot, You are like vntoa man whiche 
doeth make ſtrife and debate berweene bre- 
thren and friendes : you woulde ſet prayer 
| atid teaching. and the death of Chriſt, toge- 
ther by the cares with Gods election + but 
a doe what ye can, all theſe will agree well to- 
| -pether, they be ſo vnſeparably knit in fried- 
IEp1.1.47:£ſhip.God hath choſen men for to be redee · 
rita med in his ſonne.For the ſcripture ſheweth 
that we are choſen in Chriſt. He hath choſen 
men to bee inſtructed and called by prea- 
ching the word, hee hath choſen men for to 

call ypon him;and to worſhip him, in holy- 
r all the dayes of their 
Ath. Ne ſpeak much of pꝛeaching, pꝛea⸗ 
ching as thonnh it were ſo nerdful: Can they 
make the woꝛd dt God better then it is ? Js 
there not end fet downe inthe Bible fo; 
men to read, wherefoze ſhonlye they adde 
-moze: Can not met read that ? Js not rea- 


. Now we frkonew ating hole 


# 


4 
| There ĩs ſome Colt ſo wilde, ate el 
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trouble halſea doſen light men of foore for | 
to driue him ihe wil in at every gappe, turue | 
at euery lane, and out at euery.gate. Euen | 
ſo I can liken the reaſoning with ſuch as you 

are: ye haue ſo many by ſhiftes,ſo many ca- 

uils, ſo many turninges, ihat ten of the beſt 

learned in this lande, ſhall hardly beable to 
keepe ye in the way. But we muſt not leane 
yee thus, but bring yee into the way againe. 
Preaching is not ſo needefull. they can male 
the word of God no bettet then it is :: why | 
mã they do not preachfot to male the word 
bet ter, but for to make you better. Thexe is 
enough ſer dow ne in the Bible. hut you vt © 
derſtand litle enough of it. Men may reade | 
it, as a great number doe which peruertits 
and are nothing bettred byit , becauſe they 
ſeeke not helpe for to vnderſtand.it; Re 
ding ſay you is preaching, _: Truely: then. I 
knowe a man which hath a little daughter, 
that is a trimme preacher. I perceiue ou 
lande is full of preachers: but yet in deede 
not ſuch as Saint Paule deſcribeth. For the. 
litle gitle is not apt to teach, able to arp r a 
to exbort, to conuince, nor to deuide ot cut 2 
me word of God aright, nor to open be 
Myſterics of it. If yee leape ouer many pe 
tee 


> [i 
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theſe ditches, yee will breake your hecke 
— ve — man, when 
ye cake ing an the word 
Sf God,fortobe adding : 2 yee alke why 
they ſhould adde. 

- Ath. Are not men allowed which are 
Huſt readers, euen by the learnedeſt in the 
tande ; Doe pe finde fan't with the Biſhops? 
oz are pie one of thoſe which doe not allowe 
of Biſhops w. lach fellowes there be nowe 


a dates. 
Zelot, I wouide yee oulImow that 
- Jam none of thoſe which diſalow Biſkops 
Tuben es dr wootdeof Goddberti ſerte i 
done to bet 'awootthye vorke: it is a v 
N 0 — rye reuereade ofßce ; andexccedingly they 
A* 7. areto bee blamed, which dbe contẽ mne it, 
" "ordefaceir. . GOD hath otdeyned the of- 
< | _ fiorof Biſhoppes in his Church), for to go. 
q”* nerneandfecde his people : fuch as would 
abvliſhe this ordinance of God, doe te- 
ſiſt Sod, and are enemies vio the Church 
of chat : 
ab., Bymyfayth Jill re the vets 
terfo2 that 
Zeler. 1 Ike you Heuer the beter for 
your ſwearing." --* 
Ath. J um not ſo peelleagHs man 
any 


25 
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any account of I wearing by my fait. 
Zul. Ichinłe ſo, torfayth is no mote 
account made of, then as a packehorſe,alis 
—_ on his backe. 
I pꝛap God we may doe no wozle, 

þ * hope we ſhall doe well enough: 
are ren without ſiune? J doubt not but 
pte will commit as great offence toGDD 
as this,o2 euer the wete be ended. Pull 
the beame vut of your owne exe: If enes 

ry man wovive looketo himlelfe ; there 
| bold not be ſb much finping fault one with 

Zelot. Where learneyee that prayer in 
the ſcripture ? *The Prophet David, Pla 
19, Prayeth to be cleanſed from his ſeerete 
ſinnes, although they bee neuer ſo ſmall. 
Where learned yee to ſpeake after this ſort, 
no woorſe, and that yce hope then to doe 
well enough ꝛ ls ĩt nothing to breakeTy' 
firaight a rule of Chriſt? Doeyee not cf 2 . 
that children dying in they r infuncy, beſote 
they can ſpeake or wotrke, are damned for 2 
leſſe ſins. I ſpeake of ſuch 4 are not of Gods K 
church. When as they haue only origiriak s 
fin. You know not fro how cufl a rote this 45 


finne doth ſpririg:nexther doe ye ye En — 


/ 
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fouleneſſe of ſinne, and therefore yee cari« 
not tell howe much God doth abhorre it, 

and condemne it For this cauſe, beeing 
as full of filthie vices and prophane ſinnes 
as yee can be thruſt, and ot ſuch in deede as 
God doeth curſe and hate : becauſe they 
ſeeme {mall vnto you , ye ſuppoſe ye (hal do 
well enough. What if l haue greater in me, 
or that I ſhal commit greater as you ſay, bo- 
fore the weeke be ended, doth that excuſe, 
you?l have many ſecret ſinnes in me, which 
I do not ſee, becauſe I doe not 5 ve 
derifand the law of God : for theſe 140 - 
nellly intreat the Lord to make th know ne 
vnto 2 giuing me more perfect vnder- 
ſtanding of his vill. aud alſo to giue me po- 
wer for to caſt them out. I haue aſſo many 
ſinnes in me which I ſee and knowe, that 
cleaue ſo faſt, that I cannot viterly caſt them 

ſporth: notwithſtanding, I hate & abhotre 


them, I am wearie of them, l fight againſt 
em, Tgrone and (ighin my heart x ich ſo- 

row for them, I feele no ſweetneſſe in them, 
for they are more bitter then Gall vnto my 

" Toule. I am exceeding glad when I can ſup- 
them, I haue profeſſed and vowed a 
continuall warre againſt them. & although 
I prenalle not ſo farte as to be yiterly 1 
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ef then, yet 1 labour by meditation It. 
Gods worde, and by heartic prayer, to 
bring them vnder, that they taigne not o- 
ver me, nor that I may not agree with them 
and although I be not able to become per- 
tect, yet with all the might I can, I ſtrayne 
and breath to come as nigh perfection as I 
can: my deſire is good to teach it, and a- 
though I finde that] come many degrees 
ſbort; yet 1 approche nearer and nearer, 
This is true repentance, this is that whiche 
SaititPanle ſettgth forth in him ſelſGee. 
Rom. 7. Phil.. With this I khowe BO 
is , Withburthis there can not bee a- 
ny ſeruice done to God. Nn 
Ath. Flike not when men will pit > 
mote in another mans eye. | 
Zelt. © Oar Sauiout Chriſte doth not 


forbid to eſpy a mote in an — no 37 


for vt ate commaunded to admonin dne 
an ther, hatſoeuet it bee, w hetein wedod? 
amiſſe: but ſuch as yov, which cau not 4. 
bide to beadmoniſhed, doe ever alleadge 
that faying of Chriſte, as though hee Hh 

ſpolteñ ie vᷣnto this ende, that one hoy! 

bot ad moniſbhe an other. It is a fonſe Hy 
poctific ſor 2 nian to bee curious in re- 
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s 2 fel and / male 

vo conſcience of great and 
him. ſelfe. f man ought, i aa 
z vnto him ſelfe, and cuery man is bounds, 
by che worde of God, and charitisy. c 
{op looke. yage athers, and to connerte them! 


Q iimes can. TIq;conperk. 
E dor ob by and ta ſaus a 


: of Gunes;isaþ lane 

to mouemen with dili dligænce ta vis; 

bie admonition - 

.;Ath.. ,Fchey p oulydoetincharitie, A 

could like of it: but men haue no love a ider 
ener at thep areprecily anpraptjons- 

1 Let a gan ihe. yoe-COMar 3BHY 
erffime, 
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t ide that hee datk it not well. You ate 

Vole of vbom the Prophet ſpeaketi Woe J. aß. 520. | 
© bevatothaſe which call good evill, and 1 
| guillgood. If hee bee a man ſported with | 
vic him ſelſe, and doth reprooue another, 

not caring for to amend, ye may boldly ſay 

be doth it of an euill minde for can hee be 
charitable vnto uthex men, to ſeeke their 
panuetſion;ahd not to bee charitable vnto 

him ſelſe to ſeecke his · ow ne ſaluation? Or 
can hee hate yngadlines in other, and not 
hateũt in him ſeſſ e? 

.: Ath,, Well, tht beit of vs all may bar 
amended, wee haue all infirmities : inhat 
would pee haue moze then this, at the laſt 
fa to call ſoꝛ mere: Aa man be ſoʒie ana 
aſke Gad foꝛgincnes, is he not euen as well 
as they which are the moſt pꝛetiſe:the mer⸗ 
ty dt God muſt faue alt: and what woulde 
ꝝe haue a man care fo: moze then a to be ſa⸗ 
ud: N aye God A map haue time to res- 
peut in the end. 2 0 | 

At. Here is good ſtuffe, here is ſound = 
diuiuitie: I may well terme thisreaſon even . 
the porter of hell, for it openeth even, the 
.  Videlt gate, thatathouſand may goe in on 

arancke, | 
WM 142 Þ;. ::: Wh 


"4 


- 
o * 
— : 

— — _ 


The Countriediuinitie. - - -- © 
This is ttue, that the beft of vs all may be #3 
mended,8& that we haue all infirmities: but 
ye doe wickedly apply it, for whenye ſhould 

reaſon thus, the beſt may bee amended, 
the moſt holie are ſpotted, and therefore 
as Saint Paule doth teache, they muſt in- 
deuour for to proceede forwarde : for the 
worde of God willeth men to ſtriue and 
contende euen againſt all vncleaneſſe, and 
neuer to ceaſe, but to come as nygh per- 
ſection as is posſible. But you reaſon quite 

- contrarye, that becauſe the beſt are ſinners, 
therfore mEare to make ſmall account to a- 
mend. Ye ſhould thinke thus, the moſt god 
y haue need to ſorrow and mourne, pro- 
cerd in repentãce, ther fore how much need, 

| haue ſuch as are groſſe ſinners, Fot our Saui- 

$ 208.;4 our Chriſt doth ſhew, Iohn. 8 whoſo- 
euer committeth ſinne, is the ſeruant of ſin: 

1 Nove ſo long as a man is the ſeruant of ſin, 

| long is hee not the ſernant of God, for 

 Math4:4Do man can ſerue two ſo contrarie maſters; 
| Fo{n3.4-Sainc Iohn ſayeth, hee that committeth 

| is of the Deuill. Where learned ye 
ata man may continue in his vices 
all his f, and at the laſt call for mereye ? 
God commandeth men to repent ſpeedi- 

1674 ly, and not to put off from day to day. Hee 
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crenture in Chriſt, v hen ĩt pleaſeth bym. A 
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threatneth exceeding ſharply, in the firſte 2 | 
Chapiter of the Prouerbes, that when hee T 
hath called and cryed vnto men for to re- | 
turne from their euill wayes, and they haue: | 
refuſed, that at tlie laſt, they ſhall call and y.18 
not bee hearde : hee will laugh when their 
deſtruction commeth vppon them: they | 
ſhall ſeeke him, but not finde him. Doe 
you thinke chat when God hath called and 
we refuſe that ee ſhall not ca y none re- 
fuſe 7777 Werd eta twhat” pu 1 75 mo” Nc. 

ath. The ®cripture ſapth , that what FZS 
time ſoeuer a ſinner doth repente him of his 27 | 
inne, God will foꝛgine him. 

Zelot. If the ſcripture ſpeałe any ching 
to the comfort of the ſorowfull heart, the 
Deuill doth teache ihe impenitent for to a- 
buſe it to their hardening. It is moſt ttue, 
thatat what time ſocuer a ſinner doth repẽt, 
his ſinnes are all forgiven, but is it in a mans 
choiſe for to repent when he will, can hee 
take a newe heart when it doth pleaſe him, 
can hee haue thenewe byrth, and a ryghe 
ſpirite when he will? It is God v hich dot 
create a man a newe, or maketh himainawe 


( 


man-needeth not for to care . 
butto be laned, but that I not ſo eaſie a 
T3 matter 
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L&61.14-patter as men thinke, Strive for toenteriq 
| Math at the ſtraight gate (ſayth Chriſt) for many 
mall ſtriue and (hal not enter. The way is na- 
rowe and the gate is ſtraight which leadeth 
vnto life, and tew there be which ſind it: and 
if this be true which you ſay, that a man may 
liue in ſin all his life, and at the laſt be ſaued 

euen for vttering a few words, then the way 
is broad and eaſie, who cannot finde it, who 
almoſt doth not walkein it > But alas, it is a 
broken ſtaffe which men doe leane vnto: 
god is very merciful, but not to thoſe. which 
deſpiſe his Goſpell , for vengeance belon- 
h vnto ſuch:iti rg ne the ho- 
hof Hebr.69 at ſuch ſhould eſcape. 
And although ye haue neuer ſo long time to 
t, i God doe not worke it in yee, you 
(hall die in that blindneſſe and hardneſſe of 
heart in which ye haue liued: we muſt ſeeks 
$7 P<.1.23- Inourlifetime to be begotten by the wordt 
for the ſcripture ſaith God doth beget his 
children by that, Ii. i» 3447 
Ath. Shall not a man hope foz fore- 

pent at the laſt ? a / * 

Telot. Marke what repentanceis : and 
try.whether ye can repentnow, if ye cannot, 
— ye to thinle that yee ſhall bee 
. Don 2; 25:19 © a! vol 29 M16 
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Ath, J hope J dw repent now, and hal 
doe at the end. 


Zelot. Repentance is a returning home Repe 


vnto God from all euill vices and corrupte 
deſtres which are in the fleſh & in the Heart. 
Jo be renued by repentance, eannot be but 
where a man isrenued in knowledge, for 
that is one part of the Image of God which 
muſt be reſtored in vs: Read in the 4.Chap- 
ter to the Ephe. fromthe 17 verſe forwarde. 
If a man continue in darłne ſſe. he doth not 
repent: He which cõmitteth his foule ſines 
ſtill. although it bee but in the de ſire of his 
heart, hath not repẽted. He which dot not 
fee le ſoro and griefe, and hath not a bto- 
ken and contrite hearte, and a ſorow fal ſpi- 


rit, hath not repentec;: hee v hich doth not p/ al.24u 


eſchue evill and doe good, hath not repeti- 
ted: All theſe are taught by the worde, for 
that is it by which ve muſt clenſe our waies 
& therfore ye may boldly ſay, that he which 
learneth not out of Gods worde to repert, 
cannot repent fox although if it were poſ- 
ſible he could repent for af other ſidnes yet 
this oneſtnne, to ſet light by the in ſtraction 
obthe Goſpellʒ wi make ſtill: we orſe then 
they of Sodome, as out Sauiour ddthitell vs 
Matth., 11. 2744 | 

14 Ath, 
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Ath. Will pou condemne thoſe which 
call foz mercy at their ende which neuer re- 
pented be foze: | 

Zelot, We may not pronounce vpon a- 
ny one man, becauſe God only ſeeth what 
is in man, But yet wee may boldely goe fo 
farre as the word of God doth leade vs: and 
by it we may ſee what God requireth and 
what God doth cõdemne. We may (ee that 
the common & generall repẽtance which al 
profeſſe at their end is not ſo much as a ſha- 
dow of true repentance: repentance cannot 
bee in a man, eſpecially ypon a ſodeine, but 
hee mult needes feele à wonderfull change 
inhimſelfe : he muſt needes bee able for to 
Zay I haue repented, I knowe and feele that 
[Tamanewe man, and therefore becauſe I 
knowe moſt certainely that there is repen- 
tance in mee, I knowe molt certainly that 
1 ſhall be ſaued: for God promiſeth ſalua- 
tion vnto eueric one which doeth repent, 
Ia the common repentance men feele no 
ſuch thing. ut are (till (as they may be well 
enough) in doubt of ſalyation, 

Ath. Shall not all ſachs as call vppon 
— 9608 Jdare not but thinks 


* 
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Zelot. I am ſure becauſe the Lord doe 
ſpeake it, I hat vhoſoeuer doth call vppon 
him ſhall bee ſaued. But yet yee mult put 
this in, that then they muſt pray in fayth, as 
for the prayers of a wicked ma, v hich doth 
not repẽt, & therfore hath not the true faith 
they are no prayers before God, although; 
hee * lowde, or call never ſo often: for, 
vnto ſuche the Lorde ſpeaketh in the firſte 


Chapter of the Prophet Iſaiah, When pee Paint | 
f 


ſtretch foorth youg hands, I will turne away 
mine eyes from yee. Alſo if yee multiplie 
— prayer Iwill not heare . Likewiſe the 
oly Ghoſte ſaith by Salomon in the rope: 
uerbes that the ſacrifice of the wicked is an 
abhomination. And in the ſame booke it 
is ſayd, Hee that turneth away his care from 
hearing thelaw , even his prayer ſhall bee 
abhominable , and therfore in the latter 


ende of the fourth Chapter of Ecclefialtes, Fail 417 
hee aduiſeth men when they come into the #1 


houſe of God, to tale heede to their feete: 
and to be readier to heare them to offer the 
ſacrifice of fooles , For(ſaith hee) they know 
not that they doe euill. Now yee ſhall finde 
many men cry in their mi ſeries and make 
great confeſſion of their vngodly life : but 
yet without true repentance, as it is mo 
7 . , 1 5 
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ſalt, for ſo ſoone as they proſper againe,yee 
hall ſee them returne to their olde byas : if 
they had truely repented, then ſhoulde it e- 


wer continue vith them, many that liue in 


malice.., ſo ſoone as they bee dangerouſly 
ficke,will be readie to aske forgiuenes, and 
to torgiue all the worlde. They knowe it 
booteth not to beare malice any longer, 
but ſo ſoone as they be able to craulle out 


of their bedde, and to ſtande vppon theit 
Aegges, yee ſhall ſee theirplde wythered ma- 
Nes (as it ſeemed) ſpring a freſhe agayne: 


«which is a ſtrong proofe, that they neuer 
truly repented , howſoruer they thoughte 
they did. Aud euen ſo is it in all other 
ſinnes, they ſeeme vnto men for to re- 
pent they aske God forgiueneſſe, but yet 
the hearte abideth fill the ſame that it was 
before God: there is no change in chem 
before God : they haue not put ofthe ſinn- 
full bodye ofthe fleſhe : there is vo change 
in them before God:howſocuerthey ſeeme 
to bee chaunged before men. This-coun- 
tertet repentance maketh men bold al their 
liſe to deſpiſe the holy word of God,which 
ſhould inſtruct and guide t hem : it cauſeth 
z altem at their end not to fearei the wrath of 
. the vengeance to come: _ 
433 : 
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| theythinkGod is ſatisfiedwith this repen- 
|, nance and allo becauſe they knowe riot 
their ſinnes, they ſuppoſe that they ate but 
ouer the ſhoes , when as they are drowned 
in the goulſe ol racleannefle ouer head and 


cares. 
Ath. God helpe bs if it bethus'; hows 
ſhall poꝛe men doe then? 


Zelot. Men muſt apply thera ſelues 
their life to lecke for the knowledge 
God, to increaſe in fayth and repentanes_. 
that when they come to their ende. 
may haue a teſtimonie of conſcience , that 
they haue feared God, 

Likewiſe when yee come to a ſicke man 
and aske howe hee doth, if hee can but 
ſay, as it pleaſeth God, yee anſwere, that 
is enough neighbour, holde yee there: If 
hee ſay I haue offended G O D, and 1 
pray God haue mercy vpon me- there nee- 
deth no more as you thinłke. Vee ſhoulde 
| teach rhemithe:Lawe, that they may fee 

howe they haue offended God, yee ſhoulde 
ſnew thematirefearefull corſt, ad horrible 
vengeande due unto firmei,/ that ſo they 
may befirickenavith remorſe and ſorrowe⸗ 
yee ſhould ſhewe them alio the glad tidingy 
. whar Cixiſte offeteth 


Into 


they 2 


| 
1 
* 
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vnto the penitent ſinner: yee ſhould teach 
them what holineſſe God requireth at their 


hande,howe they may come vntoit, hat 
iſe they haue made to god of it in bap- 


promi 
' Ulime. Yee ſhoulde inſtruct them in all the 
principall poyntes of the fayth. That ſo they 


may haue the renuing fayth, which (hall iu- 
ihe and ſaue them. 
Ath. TGWhat difference can you ſhe w 


©- betweene thoſe which are not taught as you 


woulde haue them, and (ach as haue knows 
ledg, they can no moꝛe but repent, call foz 
mercy, and beleeue. Ind this doe they afwel 


as the sther, 
Zelot. You thinke there is no diffe- 


rence, but there is this difference, that the 
one part doth beleeue and repent in deede, 
and the other but in warde: as our Sauiour 


WY; 3/aia:47Chriſte Marth 1554 mag the ſaying of 


God by his Prophete. people drawe 
neere mee with — — and honour 
me vith their lippes, but their heart is farre 
from me. 


Ath. That is ment when a man doth 


| lpeake with his mouth, and meaneth not 


. — 
chetk 


| 
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n cienge, 
moo —— 
D — 
Sooketh for great thingeß in theater 
thoſe which call b 1 
Ath: 1 thinks God accez 


| hee bearerh the poore afwell art he rich 


— — as well as the learned; ſo th 
prayers bee made arighs. - Baris * 
url js honeſt men which are ſocal> 


2 2 yet are yoyde ot all knowledge ot 
Gods woorde,and of religion it is an taſit 


matter for to prooue thactheir fegen 9 
r . 


good. 
Ath. Can ver haue ann better paaver 
then the Lozdes pzayer , when ther ware 
that, can yer requier moze } | 
Zelm. There can bee no better prayet 
then the Lordes Prayer, and he which pray 
eth that right muſt needes bos ſaued 2 But 
let mee aske you this queſtion: 5 hat iſa 
C 


5 
o 
iz 


— 8 
— — — _ 


- hearrethat which he ſaide with his tongue, 


| thus, ha. {Ow ed be thy name in word he ſer- 


—_ - = * 


ente dhe 


and regardeth it not in his h. cart, Sat . 
prayer be good? + | 
So Vis-pzayer cannotbe gd, bona i 

but mocke God, | 
Zelot. Then tell me this, a man prayer 


hey 


meth. ca? leſire that the name of G OD 
may be ſanctified and honoured: hee go- 

eth his way, and blaſphemeth the name 
of God, or heareth it blaſphemed and ne- 
ner careth, rayleth ypon his worde, diſho- 
noureth him, doe yee not thinke that hee 
made a ſweete prayer ? In lyke manner hes 


ſayth, thy will bee done in carth as it is 


in heauen ; hee goeth away and is ſo fag 4 \ 
from deſiring to doe the will of God, that | 
hee neuer careth for to knowe it. Wheres *! || 

by it is euident that he little meant with bis {| , 


Morcouer , he would ſeeme in woordey 
tocraue of God that hee and others might 
doe the will of God in earth, as the Angelley : 
doe in heauen : and yet tell him when hee 
breaketh thewillofGod, and his anſwere 
is, Iam not ſo preciſe, I am not fo cuti-— 
ous , Iwill not bee ſo holy, you are full of 
theſ; pirite: and then hee will euen * 

| ar 


_ So 5 
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